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What are community gardens and why are they an
important part of our community?
Community gardens are part of a growing preference in Australia for locally-grown
foods. It is a do-it-yourself initiative that offers a lot more than just a space to grow
food. A community garden can benefit health and connection to community, save
money and help communities become more sustainable, which in turn helps to
conserve the environment.
Community gardens can be found on land owned by local government, schools,
churches and state government housing estates. Common to all gardens is the
sharing of land and responsibility for looking after it.

Community gardens can be:
• a shared garden in which gardeners have responsibility for the entire garden,
doing whatever work is needed at the time and taking a share of what they grow
• an allotment garden in which gardeners have their own garden plot
• a combination of the two.
This directory will assist you in locating your nearest community garden and being
able to contact garden administrators so that you can learn about what type of
community garden they run and how you can get involved. As identified in Council’s
Sustainability Strategy, Council is aiming to assist local residents in reducing their
environmental footprint and creating healthy, connected communities. Promoting
and supporting community gardens is just one important part of this.

Health and social wellbeing
Community gardens provide an urban oasis that helps to foster neighbourhood ties
and promote physical, social and mental wellbeing.
Participation in a community garden initiative can have direct health benefits as a
result of both the physical activity involved in gardening and having access to fresh,
low cost produce on a daily basis. Studies have shown that people who are involved
in community gardens not only consume more fresh produce than those who are
not involved in community gardens, but the increased consumption of organic
produce reduces a person’s exposure to chemical fertilser and pesticides. It also
means that produce can be eaten fresh; without the need for preservatives that are
often added to produce that has been shipped large distances.

Community gardens provide unique opportunities for different sections of the
community to come together in a safe and open setting. This leads to the sharing
of food from the garden as well as favourite recipes from different cultures,
contributing to relationship building, which in turn, can lead to community
cohesion and enhanced levels of acceptance and belonging. Community
gardens have also been proven to reduce crime rates, due to the creation of
neighbourhood associations forming around the garden and the newly found
sense of ownership and connection to what would otherwise be just another
public space.
Community gardens provide a green space that adds beauty and pride to a local
area that may otherwise be an unused space. They can help to heighten the
community’s awareness and appreciation for living things, and have been proven
to reduce mental fatigue and incidences of crime.

More money in your pockets
Community gardens can provide you with a continual supply of fresh produce
that you might otherwise be purchasing from the supermarket on a daily or
weekly basis. We would all know how hard it is to use up your herbs before they
go bad. Having access to a community garden allows you to pick how much
produce you need for that day or the next few days, thereby using only what you
need and not having to buy more than you have a need for.
Let’s look at a common vegetable as an example of how much money you can
save by growing your own produce. Organic carrots from major supermarket
chains can cost up to $5 per kilogram. One bag of carrots equates to
approximately 15 carrots. Most garden retailers sell a sachet of organic carrot
seeds that contain 1500 seeds for $5. Therefore, to grow a kilo of your own
organic carrots would cost 0.03c. In other words, it would cost you less than one
cent to grow a kilo of organic carrots, that from major supermarket chains could
cost you up to $5.
If your community garden is within walking distance, imagine the money you
could save on petrol by walking down to your garden and collecting what you
need.
As they say, “time is money”. If we begin to place a value on our time, then we
start to see even more savings! Community gardens are usually located in quiet
areas with easy access, easy parking and no queues, all of which equates to you
getting your produce home a lot sooner and with a lot less stress.

Becoming an environmental ambassador
Community gardens are green spaces, and people involved in community gardens,
without even trying, become environmental ambassadors. Here is how:
• Community gardens encourage local produce growth, which in turn decreases
the amount of produce purchased out of season that may have been shipped
from overseas. This will greatly reduce the carbon footprint of people who are
only consuming produce grown locally.
• Community gardens help to save and protect diverse plants and seeds and
provide an important urban habitat for species, including birds, bees and insects.
• Community gardens promote composting, worm farming and other forms 		
of reusing organic materials that would otherwise potentially end up in 		
landfill.
• Organic material that breaks down in landfill contributes to the production of
greenhouse gases.
• Community gardens help to educate a diverse network of people on a range of
important environmental factors that relate to the health of the land, including
soil health, water quality nutrient levels and seed saving techniques; to name a
few.
• Community gardens allow people to be hands on, working directly with the
natural environment, gaining a deeper connection and appreciation, thereby
encouraging environmental stewardship of the land.

How to use this directory
Campbelltown City Council, with the assistance of Ability Links NSW and
Community Greening, has identified the existing community gardens across the
Campbelltown area, detailing all the necessary information for each garden.
The following information is provided for each community garden:
› Name of organisation that facilitates the community garden
› Address
› Contact
› Opening hours
› Activities, whether it be for the community garden or additional activities that
the organisation runs
› Target audience
› Type of garden
› Cost
› Accessibility
› Public transport options
Council will endeavour to continually update this directory, as new community
gardens initiatives are created across Campbelltown City.

Airds/Bradbury Men’s Shed
Community Garden
86 Greengate Road, Airds
Contact
Andrew
0457 587 708
4627 1188
andrew@mdsi.org.au

Cost
Free for volunteers

Opening hours
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and
Friday, 9am to 2pm

Stop/station address
Greengate Rd

Acitivities
Fridays: Men’s Shed
Target audience
Any male wanting to
volunteer
Type
Communal garden

Bus number
884

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accessibility
Seating
Raised beds
Pathways
Accessible storage
Wheelchair access
Nearby parking
Adaptive tools
Accessible toilets

Ambrose Community Garden

Tallowood Community Centre, 2 Littimer Way, Ambarvale

Contact
Tanya Eades
4625 7333
tanyae@thejunctionworks.org
Opening hours
Monday to Friday,
8.30am to 4.30pm
Activities
Monthly Greening Australia workshop
and plant giveaways for housing residents
Target audience
All willing to volunteer
Type
Communal garden
Cost
Free
Bus number
887

Stop/station address
Dickens Rd
Accessibility
• Seating
• Raised beds
• Pathway to garden but not
vegetable; garden beds
• Wheelchair/pram access to
garden only
• Nearby parking

Break the Cycle Community Garden
32 Edgar Street, Macquarie Fields
Contact
Barry
9605 7419 or 9829 8898
info@btc.org.au
Opening hours
Monday to Thursday
Garden Group Tuesday,
9.30am to midday
Target audience
All willing to volunteer
Type
Communal garden
Cost
Free
Other
Contact Barry for
orientation and training

Train stop
Glenfield
Bus number
872
Stop/station address
Victoria Rd
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accessibility
Seating
Raised beds
Accessible storage
Wheelchair pram access
Nearby parking
Adaptive tools
Accessible toilets

Campbelltown Community Garden
HJ Daley Library, 1 Hurley Street, Campbelltown
Contact
Arthur 0402 201 269
Lorraine 0418 490 847
Opening hours
Always accessible to members
Activities
Monthly working bee on third Saturday
of every month
Target audience
Whole community

Type
Communal garden and allotments
Cost
$5 per quarter communal (share produce),
$50 per year allotments, friends/
non-members free participation in
activities/working bees (no share of produce)
Train stop
Campbelltown

Bus number
870, 871, 872, 878, 879, 880, 886,
887, 888, 889, 890, 890C, 891, 892,
893, 894, 894X, 895, 896, 898, 900
Stop/station address
Hurley Street, (Campbelltown
Library)
Accessibility
Seating
Raised beds
Limited wheelchair/pram access
Nearby parking (at HJ Daley
Library)
• Accessible toilets during library
opening hours
•
•
•
•

Claymore Hub Community Garden

Corner Glenroy Drive (Formerly Dobell Rd) and Gould Rd, 		
Claymore

Contact
Pam Ransom
4629 3530
pamela.ransom@facs.nsw.gov.au
Opening hours
Weekdays, 9.30am to 3.30pm
Target audience
Whole community

Type
Communal garden
Cost
Free for volunteers
Wheelchair/pram access
Limited
Train stop
Campbelltown

Bus number
877, 880
Stop/station address
Dobell Rd at corner of Gould
Accessibility
• Limited wheelchair/pram 		
access
• Pathways
• Parking available
• Semi raised garden beds
• Seating available
• Toilets available

Claymore Junction Works Garden

Corner Glenroy Drive (formerly Dobell Road) and Gould 		
Road, Claymore

Contact
Suzanne Snook
4626 2007
suzannes@thejunctionworks.org
Opening hours
Weekdays 8.30am to 4.30pm
(except public holidays)
Target audience
Whole community

Type
Communal garden
Cost
Free for volunteers
Wheelchair/pram access
Limited

Train stop
Campbelltown
Bus number
877, 880
Stop/station address
Glenroy Drive at corner of
Gould Road
Accessibility
• Limited wheelchair/pram 		
access
• Parking available
• Raised beds
• Seating available
• Toilets available

Curran Public School Community Centre
Melaleuca Drive, Macquarie Fields
Contact
Vivian Fallah/Hazel Johnston
viviane.fallah@det.nsw.edu.au
hazel.68.hj@gmail.com
Opening hours
Ad hoc/Monday to
Friday, 9am to 5pm
Activities
Varied
Target audience
Parents with children
under six years

Type
Communal garden
Cost
Free

Train stop
Macquarie Fields
•
•
•
•

Accessibility
Raised beds
Sensory garden
Limited wheelchair/pram access
Accessible toilets during library hours

Fathers Care Inc.
105 Eagleview Rd, Minto
Contact
Daren
0412 341 235
dharangoundar@gmail.com
Opening hours
Monday to Friday, 9am to 2.30pm
Saturday, 9am to 1pm
Sunday, 9am to midday
Target audience
• Community
• Participants of work for the
dole program
• Sunday church service
participants
• Elders groups

Type
Community garden open to public

Cost
Free
Train stop
Campbelltown
Bus number
870, 871, 872
Accessibility
• Seating available
• Uneven ground in garden area
• Car park available

Harmony House Community Garden
103 Hoddle Avenue, Bradbury
Contact
Chris Manny
4620 8888
chris.manny@onedoor.org.au
Opening hours
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, 9am to 3.30pm
Target audience
People living with mental illness
who engage with Harmony House
as part of its program.

Type
Not open to the general community
Cost
No cost involved. The garden runs as
part of the program. Any excess food
not able to be used in the kitchen is
available to take home

Train stop
Campbelltown
Bus number
884
Stop/station address
Top of Hoddle Avenue
Accessibility
• Difficult wheelchair/mobility access due
to nature of the building/block
• Parking available on street
• Raised beds
• Seating available
• Toilets available

Macarthur Centre for Sustainable Living
1 Mount Annan Drive, Mount Annan
Contact
Helen Byfield-Flemming
4647 9828
helen.byfield-flemming@mcsl.org.au
Opening hours
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm
Activities
A range of sustainability workshops
free for Campbelltown residents
Affiliated pantry
Macarthur Centre for Sustainable Living
Target audience
All welcome

Pathways
Some
Bus number
890, 892, 893, 895, 896

Stop/station address
Tim’s Garden Centre, Narellan Rd
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accessibility
Seating
Raised beds
Some pathways
Accessible storage
Signage
Vertical gardens
Sensory garden
Wheelchair/pram access
Nearby parking
Adaptive tool
Accessible toilets
Not a community garden, but
visitors welcome

Tharawal Community Garden
187 Riverside Drive, Airds
Contact
Sophia Malie
4628 4837
sophia.malie@tacams.com.au
Opening hours
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm
Activities
Community kitchen open to
garden participants, held reguarly
Target audience
Aboriginal community members

Type
Communal garden
Cost
Free

Pathways
Some
Bus number
884
Stop/station address
185 Riverside Drive
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accessibility
Seating
Raised beds
Some pathways
Wheelchair/pram access
Nearby parking
Accessible toilets
Garden is flat but has a short slope
across grass to access garden.
Some areas can be accessed by
paths within the garden

The Hub Community Garden

Campbelltown Church of Christ, 65 Woodhouse Drive, Ambarvale

Contact
Louise Hickey
0407 911 583
louise.hickey@ccoc.org.au
Opening hours
Tuesday and Thursday, 9.30am to 1pm
Activities
• Kids in the garden
• Free lunch available on Tuesdays
• Working bee with free hamper giveaway
• Community greening workshops
Affiliated pantry
The Hub Community Pantry
Target audience
All community (including people with
disability and children)

Type
Communal garden
Cost
Free for volunteers/$30 per annum

Bus number
887, 888
Stop/station address
Woodhouse Dr
Accessibility
• Seating
• Accessible storage
• Wheelchair/pram access, but
some uneven ground
• Nearby parking

WILMA’s Garden
6 Bugden Place, Campbelltown
Contact
Katrina Dordevic
4627 2955
katrina@wilma.org.au
Opening hours
Monday to Friday,
9am to 12.30pm
and 1.30pm to 4pm
Target audience
Women

Type
Communal garden
Cost
Register to access, free
for women in need

Train stop
Macarthur
Bus number
870-872, 886-888
Stop/station address
Kellicar Rd (at Bugden Pl)
•
•
•
•

Accessibility
Seating
Raised beds
Wheelchair/pram access
Nearby parking

Youth Off The Streets Community
Garden
86 Parliament Road, Macquarie Fields
Contact
Ngapera/Kylie
0475 820 840
8796 6711
NgaperaP@youthoffthestreets.com.au

Train stop
Glenfield

Opening hours
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm

Stop/station address
Glenquarie shops (Brooks St)

Activities
• Fortnightly community morning tea
• Monthly learn and grow workshop
Target audience
Whole community

Type
Communal garden
Cost
Free, volunteer maintenance is optional

Bus number
S9, 870, 871, 872

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accessibility
Seating
Raised beds
Pathways
Accessible storage
Wheelchair/pram access
Nearby parking
Accessible toilets

Who is Ability Links?
Ability Links is a community development initiative, connecting people aged 9-64
who identify as having a disability or mental health issues, their family and carers
with opportunities to enable them to become equal and valued members of their
local community. Community opportunities might include an interest group or
club, classes to learn or develop new skills, social groups to meet new people
and paid or volunteer work. Ability Links aims to build welcoming and inclusive
communities so that people are linked with opportunities and networks available
to the general public, not necessarily disability or specialist specific.
Get in touch if you have or you know someone who is:
• having difficulty participating in or finding community activities
• feeling isolated and want to be more engaged within the community
• looking to develop existing support networks or create new networks
• wishing to build confidence to achieve goals
• receiving some services but still have a gap in being able to fully participate in
activities
• need help navigating through the NDIS.

Linking people and communities with opportunities

Who is Community Greening?
Working together to create a better future!
Community Greening is a joint initiative of the Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain
Trust, and Housing NSW, to develop communal gardens in social housing areas
and on unused public land. Since its inception in 2000, and Youth Community
Greening in 2008, Community Greening has worked with communities in need,
promoting social cohesion, communal gardening in both urban and regional New
South Wales.
Community Greening combines the efforts of communities, businesses and
Government to deliver benefits for the environment, society and economy.
The program is run by the Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain Trust’s horticultural
educators who provide advice, technical expertise, education, training, coordinate
group visits to Gardening Expos, run competitions, and produce a seasonal
newsletter to foster a connection between all the gardens and their achievements.
The Trust, sponsors and local businesses jointly supply plant and landscaping
materials. Through collaboration and shared expertise whole communities remain
motivated, involved and committed to stewardship of their environment.

What is the Macarthur Future Food Forum?
The Macarthur Future Food Forum (MFFF) was established in October 2008 as
an alliance of community members and local agencies who are passionate about
access to healthy food and the right to an affordable, sustainable food supply for
everyone. The MFFF is under the auspice of Sector Connect and facilitated by the
Macarthur Diversity Services Initiative (MDSI).
The aim of the MFFF is to work in partnership with a variety of stakeholders to:
• raise levels of awareness of food insecurity and the numerous barriers to 		
accessing food
• connect with services that provide healthy food in the area
• encourage an understanding of the importance of a range of food, in particular,
fruit and vegetables, to maintaining good health
• advocate for urban planning and development that promotes 'healthy 		
communities'
Between 2011 and 2013, the MFFF received funding to develop the Macarthur
Future Food Project. This project had a massive impact on the state of community
gardens in Campbelltown today, helping to generate:
• nine community gardens
• five community kitchens
• the development of a community pantry.
If you would like to learn more about the MFFF, or find out how you could get
involved, contact MDSI on 4627 1188.

For more information
phone 4645 4601
or visit campbelltown.nsw.gov.au

