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A: SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT NEAR RURAL LANDSCAPES  

A cultural landscape-led solution will be necessary if the scenic and environmental qualities of the 

Scenic Hills are to be retained.  This may require the configuration of the footprint of development 

within the zone to respond more sympathetically to the unique topography of the landscape.  The 

development and adoption of a range of strictly enforced detailed subdivision and urban design 

initiatives and controls will also help to minimise the impact of the development on the scenic qualities 

of the landscape.  These include: 

 The exterior edge of the development must be formed by a publicly accessible roadway and 

not by the rear fences of development.  By retaining one side of the streetscape open to the 

hillside the landscape will remain accessible to the community in perpetuity and providing that 

the footprint of development is minimised, will help to compensate for the loss of landscape 

caused by the development.  If this principle is not applied rigorously all sense of connection 

to the landscape will be obscured by houses and fences in the manner found in other recent 

development such as Kearns.  The retention of an open edge to the development will also 

allow the planting of appropriate street trees to help reduce the impact of the urban-rural 

interface.   

 The existing visual and physical links between the valley floor near the freeway and the 

Badgally Hill ridgeline should be protected from any development that may obstruct or intrude 

into the view.  Even a single row of dwellings will compromise the integrity of this connection 

as can be seen in many other locations throughout the Campbelltown release areas.  

 the size and footprint of houses should be restricted to ensure that adequate space is 

preserved on private property to facilitate the planting and growth of trees on private property 

to prevent development of the scale and visual impact seen in other recently developed areas 

such as Blair Athol and Kearns.  

 Driveways to a garage at the rear of the property should be required.  This will both increase 

the modulation of the streetscape and will help to minimise the footprint, and thus the scale of 

the roof forms of the development – both of which will increase the transparency of the 

development.  

 Generous areas should be provided and maintained free of development, hard surfaces, and 

swimming pools  to facilitate the planting and growth to maturity of trees of a species capable 

of creating a canopy over development two stories in height.  

Example of new suburban development at the rural interface. 
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B: DEVELOPMENT ON THE BUSHLAND EDGE: SOME PRINCIPLES 

TO HELP MINIMISE IMPACTS ON SCENIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

VALUES 

 


