
 

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS 

8. REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER 

No reports this round 
 
 
 

9. REPORT OF DIRECTOR BUSINESS SERVICES 

9.1 Progress Report: Amounts Expended on Providing Facilities and 
Payment of Expenses - Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors 
December 2012 - January 2013   

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Report 

On 19 October 2010, Council reviewed its policy concerning payment of expenses and 
provision of facilities to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors.   
 
Section 217 (a1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires councils to 
include additional information for inclusion in annual report: 
 
(a1) details of the total cost during the year of the payment of the expenses of, and the 

provision of facilities to, councillors in relation to their civic functions (as paid by the 
council, reimbursed to the councillor or reconciled with the councillor), including 
separate details on the total cost of each of the following:  

 
(i)   the provision during the year of dedicated office equipment allocated to councillors 

on a personal basis, such as laptop computers, mobile telephones and landline 
telephones and facsimile machines installed in councillors’ homes (including 
equipment and line rental costs and internet access costs but not including call 
costs), 

 
(ii)   telephone calls made by councillors, including calls made from mobile telephones 

provided by the council and from landline telephones and facsimile services 
installed in councillors’ homes, 

 
(iii)  the attendance of councillors at conferences and seminars, 
 
(iv)  the training of councillors and the provision of skill development for councillors, 
 
(v)  interstate visits undertaken during the year by councillors while representing the 

council, including the cost of transport, the cost of accommodation and other out-of-
pocket travelling expenses, 

  



 
(vi)  overseas visits undertaken during the year by councillors while representing the 

council, including the cost of transport, the cost of accommodation and other out-of-
pocket travelling expenses, 

 
(vii) the expenses of any spouse, partner (whether of the same or the opposite sex) or 

other person who accompanied a councillor in the performance of his or her civic 
functions, being expenses payable in accordance with the Guidelines for the 
payment of expenses and the provision of facilities for Mayors and Councillors for 
Local Councils in NSW prepared by the Director-General from time to time, 

 
(viii) expenses involved in the provision of care for a child of, or an immediate family 

member of, a councillor, to allow the councillor to undertake his or her civic 
functions, 

 
These expenses are calculated on a monthly basis and reported to Council. Expenses as at 
December 2012 - January 2013 were as follows: 
 
Expenses 
 

 

1. Training Seminars and Conferences 
Cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

$21,253 

2. Staff 
Personal Secretary for the Mayor on a shared basis with the General 
Manager, together with Receptionist shared with Corporate Services. 
Apportioned cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

 
$9,816 

3. Stationery and Postage 
Cost of Mayoral and Councillors' stationery, business cards and postage 
expenses. Approximate cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

$8 

4. Periodicals 
Cost of annual subscriptions.  Cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

 
$613 

5. Meals 
Provision of meals in conjunction with Council and Committee Meetings 
and Inspections. Cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

 
$3,765 
 

6. Refreshments 
Provision of refreshments in the Mayor's Suite and Councillors' Lounge 
and Civic Receptions. Cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

 
$1,774 
 

7. Insignia of Office 
Replacement costs Mayoral robes, chain, badge and name plates. 
Cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

 
$325 
 

8. Travelling Expenses for Use of Private Vehicle 
Reimbursement of travelling expenses on authorised Council business.  
Claims submitted for December 2012 - January 2013. 

 
$105 

  



 
Provision of Facilities 
 

 

1. Accommodation 
Office located on the Third Floor of the Administration Building - costs are 
included in total maintenance and operating expenses of the 
Administration Building and apportioned on an area basis (3.5%). 
Cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

 
$12,679 
 

2. Communication System 
Mobile telephone, personal computer or a laptop, personal digital 
assistant and combined printer, copier, scanner, facsimile machine and 
telephone answering machine provided for the Mayor and Councillors. 
Cost of equipment for December 2012 - January 2013 in accordance with 
Councillors Policy. 
 
 

 
$5,384 

3. Office Equipment 
Facsimile machines, photocopier and telephone facilities for the Mayor 
and Councillors at the Civic Centre. Cost for December 2012 - January 
2013. 
 

 
$830 

4. Council Vehicle 
Costs associated with the use of Council vehicles by the Mayor and 
Councillors on authorised Council business.  All usage is subject to the 
prior approval of the Mayor. Cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

 
$629 

5. Internet Facilities 
Costs associated with the provision of internet facilities in accordance with 
Council’s Policy. Cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 
 

 
$1,362 

6. Care Expenses 
Costs associated with care arrangements including childcare expenses 
and the care of elderly, disabled and/or sick immediate family members. 
Cost for December 2012 - January 2013. 

 
$95 

 
The total cost for the payment of expenses and provision of facilities to the Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor and Councillors for amounted to $58,638. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Council Meeting 26 February 2013 (Oates/Kolkman) 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 19 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 
  



 

9.2 Reports Requested   
 
 

Attachments 

Status list of reports requested 
 

Report 

Attached for the information of Councillors is a status list of reports requested of Council as 
at 18 December 2012. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Council Meeting 26 February 2013 (Hawker/Greiss) 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 20 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 
  



 
ATTACHMENT 1 

Reports Requested as at 18 December 2012 
 
 

*Date of 
Decision 
*Mover 
*Doc No 

Item/Comments Div.Resp Comp 
Date 

14.2.12 
RK 

3494184 

SF20.1 - Report on the proposal to establish a Trust to facilitate 
future bequests and donations to the Campbelltown Arts Centre. 

CS April 
2013 

16.10.12 
GB 

3197210 

CS4.2 - Further report once successful projects under the 2012-
2013 Sport and recreation Participation and Family Program 
have been announced by Sport and Recreation, Communities 
NSW. 

CS March 
2013 

16.10.12 
MO 

3197216 

CS6.2 - Report investigating the feasibility of selected entries of 
the Festival of Fisher's Ghost Art Award that did not make it to 
the final stage of judging being displayed at a secondary 
location. 

CS April 
2013 

  



*Date of 
Decision 
*Mover 
*DocNo 

Item/Comments 
 
 
 

Div.Resp Comp 
Date 

18.10.11 
BT 

3351074 

PE5.1 - Report examining potential for improving car parking for 
shoppers and business activity within the Campbelltown, Ingleburn 
and Park Central Business Districts 

CW March 
2013 

13.12.11 
SD 

3422090 

CW5.1 - Report examining appropriate ways in which Council can 
memorialise the landscaping works of Mr Lilleman. 

CW March 
2013 

13.3.12 
PL 

3532019 

CW5.2 - report investigating possible access options to the 
development in the UWS site via Narellan Road, F5 and Gilchrist 
Drive, and that an estimate of costs also be included in the report. 
Comment: Briefing provided 24 April 2012 

CW May 
2013 

10.4.12 
MT 

3562790 

CW1.7 - Report on the establishment of a Leash Free Dog Area at 
Milton park Macquarie Fields. The report should include concept 
designs, costings and information on the outcome of a formal 
public consultation process. 

CW May 
2013 

10.4.12 
RM 

3562944 

CG8.2 - Report on the viability of establishing a skate park within 
Airds. 

CW April 
2013 

31.7.12 
PL 

3120705 

CW5.1 - Report on the status of the proposed traffic management 
within Parkside and Centennial Crescents, Park central to address 
traffic flow and parking in the area. Briefing Provided 23.10.12 

CW March 
2013 

16.10.12 
WG 

3197593 

CW5.2 - Report outlining details of Frankston City council's 'Hoon 
Hotline' initiative and also examining the feasibility of the 
establishment of a similar hotline for the Campbelltown LGA. 
 

Comment: Reported item 1.5 City Works Committee 19.2.13 

CW  

16.10.12 
PL 

3197155 

CG8.4 - Report examining the feasibility of installing CCTV 
capabilities in the Campbelltown CBD, with installation locations to 
be determined in conjunction with Campbelltown Police. 
The report to also outline the costs associated with the installation, 
maintenance and monitoring of the system and detail any 
government grants available to assist in the installation of ta CCTV 
system. 

CW June 
2013 

20.11.12 
WG 

3224685 

NM15.4 - Report detailing the cost of new paving for Queen Street 
Campbelltown. 

CW May 
2013 

18.12.12 
BT 

CS6.2 - Report examining the need for a standard to be 
established to regulated height limits for planting/landscaping on 
roundabouts throughout the LGA. 

CW April 
2013 

  



 

*Date of 
Decision 
*Mover 
*Doc No 

Item/Comments 
 
 
 

Div.Resp Comp 
Date 

10.5.11 
RM 

3102591 

PE5.4 - Report outlining the feasibility of establishing a Sub 
Committee to coordinate celebrations and identify a suitable 
memorial for the 100 years of Anzac Day celebrations in 2015. 
 

BS March 
2013 

28.8.12 
PL 

3147985 

CG3.2 - Further report for the review of the Draft Minto Indoor 
Sports Centre Plan of Management upon completion of the public 
consultation and submission process. 

BS March  
2013 

31.7.12 
RK 

320927 

PE5.3 - Report examining the feasibility of constructing an external 
storage and rock wall climbing facility at the Ambarvale community 
centre. 

BS March 
2013 

20.11.12 
CM 

3231939 

CG6.1 - Report investigating the feasibility of advertising vacant 
property leases on Council's website. 

BS March 
2013 

16.10.12 
GB 

3197210 

CS4.2 - Further report with a list of projects that Council has been 
informed of by clubs applying for grants through the State 
Governments 2012 Community Building Partnership Program. 

BS March 
2013 

18.12.12 
PL 

CG3.1 - Further report upon completion of a review of the 
management and operation of Council facilities by Section 355 
Management Committees. 
 
Comment: Reported: Item 21.2 Corporate governance Committee 
19.2.13 

BS  



  

*Date of 
Decision 
*Mover 
*Doc No 

Item/Comments 
 
 
 

Div.Resp Comp 
Date 

12.12.06 
JB 

1327990 

PE 2.4 - Report presenting the Draft Local Environment Study LES 
and Preliminary Draft Local Environmental Plan LEP - Glenlee. 
 
Comment: Briefing to Councillors held 17 May 2011. Awaiting 
further advice from Department of Planning and Infrastructure. 
Subject of a report to Planning and Environment Committee 19 
February 2013 (Item 2.2 refers) 

PE 
(EP) 

 

13.12.11 
BT 

3421776 

2.4PE - Further Report detailing the outcome of all submissions 
received as a result of the public exhibition of all Menangle Park 
documentation. 

PE 
(EP) 

April 
2013 

13.12.11 
RK 

3421767 

2.5PE - Report following the exhibition period detailing all 
submissions and the outcomes of the exhibition - Draft Macarthur 
Precinct DCP. 

PE 
(EP) 

April 
2013 

13.12.11 
JB 

3421758 

3.3PE - Further report on the terms and conditions of the Draft 
Voluntary Planning Agreement on the Airds/Bradbury Renewal 
Project. 

PE 
(DS) 

April 
2013 

5.6.12 
RK 

3068270 

PE5.2 - Report outlining the role, procedures and limits of authority 
of the Land and Environment Court in so far as they affect 
amendments to development applications made as part of the 
Court proceedings. 

PE 
(DS) 

March 
2013 

3.7.12 
JB 

3093747 

PE1.1 - Further report on the results of the CD and DVD recycling 
project. 
 
Comment: Subject of a report to Planning and Environment 
Committee 19 February 2013 (Item 1.3 refers) 

PE 
(WS) 

 

3.7.12 
PH 

3094438 

CG8.2 - Report investigating the feasibility and administrative 
requirements necessary for the area known as Park Central to 
become a suburb of Campbelltown in its own right. 

PE 
(EP) 

March 
2013 

31.7.12 
GG 

3120926 

PE5.2 - Report detailing planning controls for centres located 
along major rail links from Campbelltown to the Sydney  CBD 
 
Comment: Incorporated in to Campbelltown CBD DCP report 

PE 
(EP) 

April 
2013 

16.10.12 
AM 

3197346 

PE4.3 - Further report to consider adopting the companion animal 
rescue fee. 
 
Comment: On public exhibition until 30.1.12. Subject of a report to 
Planning and Environment Committee 19 February 2013 (Item 4.4 
refers) 

PE 
(CS) 

 



*Date of 
Decision 
*Mover 
*Doc No 

Item/Comments 
 
 
 

Div.Resp Comp 
Date 

16.10.12 
FB 

3197140 

CG8.1 - Report on Council's Signage Code with a view to 
assisting small business and business in the Campbelltown Local 
Government Area. 
 
Comment: To be included in Comprehensive LEP report 

PE 
(EP) 

March 
2013 

20.11.12 
RK 

3207209 

PE2.9 - Further report on the outcome of the public exhibition of 
the proposed reserve names for Edmondson Park South. 

PE 
(EP) 

May 
2013 

20.11.12 
TR 

3211517 

PE2.10 - Further report detailing the administrative and 
assessment procedures associated with Pre-Gateway and 
Gateway Reviews - re amendments to the Local Environment Plan 
making process. 

PE 
(EP) 

March 
2013 

18.12.12 
AM 

PE2.5 - Further report on outcome of the public exhibition of 
proposal to name reserve within the 'Vista' development, Glenfield. 

PE 
(EP) 

May  
2013 

 
 
  



 

10. REPORT OF DIRECTOR CITY WORKS 

10.1 City Works Activity Report   
 
 

Attachments 

Activity Report. 
 

Report 

Works activities are proceeding to program and on demand and are outlined in the Activity 
Report. Statistics on graffiti are also presented in the Activity Report. It should be noted that 
the Activity Report continues to be reviewed to better reflect the areas and program/projects 
being undertaken by Council. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Council Meeting 26 February 2013 (Glynn/Greiss) 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 21 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 
  



ATTACHMENT 1

 



 























 
  



 

11. REPORT OF DIRECTOR COMMUNITY SERVICES 

No reports this round 
 
 
 

12. REPORT OF DIRECTOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

12.1 Update on Coal Seam Gas   
 
 

Attachments 

Agenda for the community information forums 
 

Report 

Background 
 
Camden Gas (Northern Expansion) Stage 3 Application 
 
An original application was lodged with the NSW Department of Planning under the then 
Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 (the Act) for Stage 3 of 
the Camden Gas Project (Northern Expansion) in January 2009. The area subject of the 
application covered extensive parts of the Campbelltown as well as the Camden Local 
Government Areas. 
 
The application involved a number of well sites, gas gathering pipelines and associated 
infrastructure such as roads, as well as a proposed in–field gas processing plant on a site 
located at Varroville. This component of the project was removed by the applicant in July 
2010, after Council had made representations to the Department of Planning. 
 
The Stage 3 application was exhibited late in 2010 and in response, Council lodged an 
objection to the Department of Planning and Infrastructure. Council also decided to request 
the Minister to establish a Planning Assessment Commission to investigate the application. 
 
In October 2012, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure determined that the application 
be treated as State Significant Development. This meant that the application was no longer 
to be considered under Part 3A of the Act. 
 
Changes were made to the original application by the proponent, AGL Gas Production 
(Camden) Pty Ltd (AGL). The amended application proposes: 
 

• A total of 11 extraction wells (five to be located in the Campbelltown Local Government 
Area within the Scenic Hills district) 

 
• Up to six well heads to be accommodated at each well site 

  



 
• Gas gathering pipelines connecting the Stage 3 project with the Rosalind Park 

Processing facility and existing Stage 2 network 
 

• Access roads and potentially in-field compression facilities 
 
The amended application together with a “Response to Submissions Report” was placed on 
public exhibition from October 2012 to 8 February 2013). The “Response to Submissions 
Report” addresses the range of issues raised in the submissions that were made in 
response to the original exhibition in 2010. 
 
Council at its meeting on 18 December 2012, following consideration of a report concerning 
the amended application, decided as follows: 
 
1. That Council continue to object to the determination of the project application based on 

inadequate assessment of the risks to groundwaters and fugitive greenhouse gas 
emissions as well as inadequate response to previously raised issues regarding 
deficiencies in the assessment of impacts associated with the proposed development 
particularly in regard to cumulative impacts on surface waters and impacts on 
biodiversity. 

 
2.  That Council request the Minister for Energy and Resources not to issue any more 

exploration or mining applications until such time as scientific evidence guarantees 
that such activities do not compromise the environment or health of the community.  

 
3.  That Council endorse the draft submission on the Response to Submissions Report in 

relation to the amended Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Application. Planning and 
Environment Committee Meeting 11 December 2012, Page 27 Item 2.3 Camden Gas 
Response To Submissions Report. 

 
4.  That as a matter of urgency, Council pursue a joint meeting with the New South Wales 

Office of Water and the Department of Planning and Infrastructure regarding its 
concerns on water related issues associated with the amended application. 

  
5. That Council acknowledge the assessment and determination of the application by a 

Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) and that the Department of Planning & 
Infrastructure be requested to require the following matters be included in the Terms of 
Reference for investigation by the PAC as part of its merit review: 

 
a) The need for further assessment including computerised modelling to 

accurately determine the environment and health risks associated with the 
amended project 

b) The specific need and requirements for in-field processing within the Camden 
Gas Stage 3 Project Area 

c) The potential and approximate quantification of fugitive methane emissions 
across the project area and methane gas venting as part of well maintenance 
and operation procedures in both the short and long-term. 

 
6.  That Council ‘s Director Planning and Environment present Council’s position on the 

amended application (Camden Gas Project Stage 3) to any public hearing conducted 
by the Planning Assessment Commission. 

  



 
7.  That Council request the NSW Government establish an urgent and comprehensive 

Inquiry into fugitive methane emissions associated with the coal seam gas industry by 
a suitable independent scientific body.  

 
8.  That Council write to the applicant requesting that the intended study into best 

practices for fugitive emissions occur across Stages 1 and 2 of the Camden Gas 
Project Area.  

 
9.  That in accordance with the State Government promise to return planning powers to 

local government, Council requests the relevant minister to return this application to 
Council for its determination.  

 
At the same meeting on 18 December 2012, Council also decided: 
 
1. That Council lead, organise, support and promote a No Coal Seam Gas in Macarthur 

community protest rally to be held in February/March 2013 at an appropriate location 
to oppose and reject all Coal Seam Gas Mining in Macarthur.  

 
2.  That Council establish a fund to enable a series of community information/education 

forums between December 2012 and February 2013, across the Local Government 
Area to inform the residents about AGL’s proposal to vertically and horizontally drill for 
Coal Seam Gas near to and under the homes and businesses of Campbelltown.  

 
Suspension of the Stage 3 Application (8 February 2013) 
 
On 8 February 2013, Council became aware that AGL had requested the Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure to suspend its assessment of the amended application.  The 
Department subsequently decided to suspend the application process including the review 
being conducted by the Planning Assessment Commission. This action resulted in the 
cancellation of the Public Hearings that had been organised to take place at the 
Campbelltown Catholic Club on 25 February 2013. 
 
Council has been advised that approximately 3200 submissions have been received in 
response to the exhibition of the amended Stage 3 Application. 
 
Council was also advised by the Department of Planning and Infrastructure that it was 
anticipated that AGL would be carrying out further consultation with the community, review 
the project and report back to the Department regarding any proposed changes.  It is 
understood that the Department would subsequently examine the results of the review and 
undertake further consultation with Council and the community.  The Planning Assessment 
Commission would then recommence its independent project review and reschedule the 
Public Hearings. 
 
Changes to Coal Seam Gas Regulation (19 February 2013) 
 
On Tuesday 19 February 2013, the Premier, The Hon. Barry O’Farrell MP announced a 
series of proposed changes concerning the regulation of coal seam gas activities across 
NSW.  The proposed package of reform includes: 
 

• The Environment Protection Authority to be the  lead regulator of environmental and 
health impacts  with responsibility for compliance and enforcement 

  



 
• All coal seam gas exploration, assessment and production titles and activities will be 

required to hold an Environment Protection Licence 
 

• The NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer will conduct an independent review of all coal 
seam gas activities in NSW, including the potential impact on water catchments 

 
• A two kilometre exclusion zone will be imposed around residential zones to prevent 

new coal seam gas exploration, assessment and production activities (both surface 
and underground) 

 
• Exclusion zones will apply to identified Critical Industry Clusters – viticulture and the 

equine industry 
 

• An Office of Coal Seam Gas Regulation will be established within the NSW 
Department of Trade and Investment to enforce other regulations. 

 
These proposed reforms have been understood by Council to: 
 

• Prevent the undertaking of coal seam gas activity including drilling within two 
kilometres of existing and future identified residential areas 

 
• Prevent coal seam gas activities from occurring on and beneath land located within 

Critical Industry Clusters identified in Strategic Regional Land Use Plans. 
 
These exclusions (incorporating the proposed buffer zones) will need to be inserted into a 
State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) in order to have statutory effect.  Council has 
been advised by the Department that amendments to the Mining (SEPP) are currently being 
drafted, and that they will be publicly exhibited in the near future. 
 
Importantly, Council understands, based on discussions with the Department of Planning, 
that these reforms, once implemented, will have major implications for the Camden Gas 
Project, and in particular the recently ‘suspended’ Stage 3 Application.  The extent and 
nature of such impact will be determined following gazettal of the final SEPP amendment.  
 
Notwithstanding, Council has sought clarification on these matters from the Department and 
any information received in response, will be brought to Council’s attention. 
 
The imposition of exclusions relating to the proximity of coal seam gas activities (proposed 
under the Stage 3 Application) to existing and future identified residential areas, would 
appear to impede the project as it applies within the Campbelltown Local Government Area. 
 
Actions Undertaken in Response to Council’s Resolutions of December 2012. 
 
Subsequent to the above resolutions, Council has undertaken a range of actions including: 
 

• Lodgement of a formal objection and accompanying detailed submission concerning 
the Stage 3 Application, to the Planning Assessment Commission 

 
• Met (General Manager and Director Planning and Environment) with members of the 

Planning Assessment Commission to explain Council’s objection and concerns with 
the Application 

  



 
• Organised to make formal representations to the Public Hearings organised by the 

Planning Assessment Commission 
 

• Requested the NSW Government to conduct an urgent enquiry into fugitive methane 
gas emissions 

 
• Organised and conducted four community information forums to explain coal seam gas 

activities and implications, including issues associated with the Camden Gas (Northern 
Expansion) Project Stage 3 Application. 

 
Community Information Forums 
 
Council has undertaken four community information forums during February 2013.  These 
have been held as follows: 
 

1. Coal Seam Gas Basics 
• Mt Carmel High School (13 February 2013) 
• Ingleburn Community Centre/Library (14 February 2013) 

 
2. Coal Seam Gas – Health Environmental and Social Impacts 

• Mt Carmel High School (20 February 2013) 
• Ingleburn Community Centre/Library (21 February 2013) 

 
The community forums were promoted through a letterbox drop across the Campbelltown 
Local Government Area; through advertising in local newspapers and on Council’s website. 
 
They were each well attended with approximately 1000 people being present across the four 
sessions. 
 
The sessions were facilitated by independent consultant, Mr Brian Elton. They were divided 
into two segments.  The first dealt with a range of individual speakers whom addressed the 
forums on specific topics. The public was invited to ask questions of each of the guest 
speakers. This was followed by a panel discussion (involving the guest speakers and 
additional experts). The panel discussion was facilitated around questions and comments 
called for from the public attendees. 
 
A copy of the agenda for each of the community information forums is shown as Attachment 
1 to this report. 
 
The sessions provided attendees with a range of views and information concerning coal 
seam gas processes, planning issues and impacts.  Importantly, AGL was in attendance to 
present the company’s position with respect to the current Stage 3 application and existing 
coal seam gas activities within the Camden Gas Project. 
 
Media was present at two of the forums (both the Mt Carmel High School forums held on 
February 13 and February 20, 2013) 
 
Notes on the forum outcomes are currently being collated and will form the basis of a 
detailed report to be submitted to Council in the near future, where it is intended to be 
recommended for public distribution and referral to the NSW Government for consideration. 
  



 
No Coal Seam Gas Public Protest Rally 
 
Potential arrangements for the proposed rally have been discussed at previous Councillor 
briefing sessions and a possible date of the 17 March 2013 has been put forward for 
consideration.  
 
The matter was raised at the meeting of Council’s Corporate Governance Committee held 
on 19 February 2013 with specific reference to the list of speakers being arranged for the 
proposed rally. 
 
Further information concerning the rally will be discussed at the Council meeting. 
 
Conclusion 
 
It is considered that Council has been effective in raising the profile of coal seam gas activity 
and in particular, the Camden Gas (Northern Expansion) Stage 3 Project Application, across 
the Campbelltown community. 
 
This increased public awareness has resulted from a concerted effort to better inform the 
knowledge of the community about coal seam gas, associated planning processes and the 
potential impacts.   
 
In addition, the community information forums in particular, are considered to have had a 
positive impact in improving the community’s awareness of Campbelltown City Council’s 
actions and policy position on coal seam gas. 
 
It is recommended that Council receive a report on the outcomes of the community 
information forums, to be considered for public distribution and referral to the NSW 
Government. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That Council receive a detailed report on the outcomes of the four coal seam gas community 
information forums held in February 2013 for consideration for public distribution and referral 
to the NSW Government. 
 
Council Meeting 26 February 2013 (Hawker/Greiss) 
 
1. That Council receive a detailed report on the outcomes of the four coal seam gas 

community information forums held in February 2013 for consideration for public 
distribution and referral to the NSW Government. 

 
2. That Councils upcoming rally be deferred until the Chief Scientist's and Engineer's 

Report is published and further information is received in relation to Coal Seam Gas 
Regulations and what those proposed regulations mean in relation to the 
Environmental Protection Authority being the lead regulator of environmental and 
health impacts with responsibility for compliance and enforcement. 

  



 
Amendment (Borg/Chanthivong) 
 
1. That Council receive a detailed report on the outcomes of the four coal seam gas 

community information forums held in February 2013 for consideration for public 
distribution and referral to the NSW Government. 

 
2. That the Anti-Coal Seam Gas Rally be held on Sunday 17 March at 12.00 noon at an 

appropriate location. 
 
LOST 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 22 
 
That the Motion Moved Councillor Hawker, Seconded Councillor Greiss be adopted. 
 
 
A Division was called in regard to the Resolution for Item 12.1 - Update on Coal Seam Gas 
with those voting for the Motion being Councillors Dobson, Greiss, Hawker, Lake, Matheson, 
Mead, Rowell and Thompson. 
 
Voting against the Resolution were Councillors Borg, Brticevic, Chanthivong, Glynn, 
Kolkman, Lound and Oates. 
 
  



 
ATTACHMENT 1 
 
COAL SEAM GAS - COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS 

• Forum 1 – Mount Carmel School, Varroville 13 February 
• Forum 1 – Community Centre, Ingleburn 14 February 

 
Forum 1 – CSG 
basics and local CSG 
activity 

Topics Speakers Timing 

 Introduction and how the 
sessions will be run Brian Elton (Moderator) 7.00pm 

 
Welcome and purpose of 
the Community 
Information Sessions 

Mayor Sue Dobson  7.05pm 

 What is CSG and how is it 
extracted? 

Dr Gavin Mudd, Faculty 
of Engineering, Monash 
University 

7.10pm 
 

 Stage 3 application and 
status 

Jeff Lawrence, DPE, 
Campbelltown Council 

7.25pm 
 

 Short Q & A 7.40pm 

 
CSG in Campbelltown- 
Stages 1 & 2; proposed 
Stage 3 

Mike Roy, AGL              7.50pm 

 Short Q & A  8.05pm  

 Intro ‘ground rules’ for 
panel discussion Brian Elton  8.10pm 

 

 Panel discussion – lead-in 
questions  Brian Elton 8.15pm  

 Panel discussion – 
questions from the floor  8.20pm  

 Close Mayor Sue Dobson 8.55pm 

 
Panel 1: 13/14 
February  

Gavin Mudd Monash  Scientific 
overview/groundwater 

Jeff Lawrence Campbelltown City 
Council  Planning process 

Mike Roy AGL Upstream Ltd  AGL Stage 3 

Jacqui Kirkby Scenic Hills Association  Community issues 

Prof. Will Rifkin Centre for CSG, 
University of Queensland  Social issues 

 



COAL SEAM GAS - COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS 

• Forum 2 – Mount Carmel School, Varroville 20 February,  
• Forum 2 – Community Centre, Ingleburn 21 February 

 
Forum 2 – Health, 
social and 
environment and CSG 

Topics Speakers Timing 

 Introduction and how 
the sessions will be run  Brian Elton (Moderator) 7.00pm 

 
Welcome and purpose 
of the Community 
Information Sessions 

Mayor Sue Dobson  7.05pm 

 
Stage 3 application and 
update on Premier’s 
announcement  

Jeff Lawrence, Director 
Planning & Environment, 
Campbelltown City 
Council 

7.10pm 

 

 Implications for the 
environment/water  

Pepe Clarke, CEO, 
Nature Conservation 
Council of NSW 

7.20pm 

 Short Q & A  7.30pm  

 Health and CSG Dr Helen Redmond, 
Doctors for the 
Environment 

7.35pm 

 

 Health and CSG Wayne Smith, NSW 
Health  

7.45pm 

 

 Short Q & A  7.55pm  

 Industry safeguards and 
research 

Mike Moraza, Group 
General Manager, AGL 
Upstream 

8.00pm 

 Short Q & A  8.10pm 

 Panel discussion – lead-
in questions  Brian Elton 8.15pm  

 Panel discussion – 
questions from the floor  8.20pm  

 Close Mayor Sue Dobson  8.55pm 

 
 
 



Panel 2: 20/21 
February  

Dr Helen Redmond Doctors for the 
Environment  Health 

Wayne Smith  NSW Health  Health/toxicology  

Mike Moraza Upstream Gas, AGL   Safeguards 

Pepe Clarke Nature Conservation 
Council of NSW  Environment/water 

Peter Bloem 
NSW Environment 
Protection Authority, 
Illawarra 

 Environmental 
monitoring 

Jacqui Kirkby Scenic Hills Association  Social/amenity 

Paul Jagals 

(20/02/2013 only) 

Centre for Coal Seam 
Gas, University of 
Queensland  

 Observing 
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