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Climate change

Changes to the global climatic system are widely recognised
amongst the scientific community as being attributable to
human activities. Since 1988, the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) has reviewed, interpreted and
summarised scientific findings relating to climate change, its
causes and impacts. The panel concluded that warming of
the climate system is unequivocal.

Human activities, particularly the burning of fossil fuels (coal,
oil and natural gas) for energy generation and consumption,
agriculture and land clearing are increasing the
concentrations of the gases that trap heat, these are termed
‘greenhouse gases’. The main naturally occurring
greenhouse gases include water vapour, carbon dioxide,
methane, nitrous oxide and ozone. Although only making up
approximately 0.1% of the atmosphere by volume,
greenhouse gases are considered to be a natural and crucial
component of the earth’s atmosphere. This is because they
maintain the earth's surface temperature at a level
necessary to support life, by absorbing and re-radiating the
sun's warmth. The increase of these gases in the Earth’s
atmosphere is contributing to a warming of the earth's
surface and consequently climate change, known as the
‘enhanced greenhouse effect’.

As detailed in the Department of Environment, Climate
Change and Water (DECCW) survey Who Cares about the
Environment in 2009?, (78 percent) of people surveyed
believe that climate change is happening or is going to
happen and 69 percent agreed that the NSW Government
should take urgent action on climate change regardless of
the current social and economic conditions. The survey indi-
cated that 38 percent believe that climate change is currently
occurring, whilst 31% believe that climate change would not
happen for another 20 years. In addition, the survey
identified that knowledge of the greenhouse effect increased
from 41 percent in 2006 to 51 percent in 2009.

Urban Air Quality

The Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water
(DECCW) survey Who Cares about the Environment in
20097, revealed that, from the people surveyed, air quality is
identified to be the third most important environmental issue
in NSW (tied with energy/fuel and following water
conservation and management/drought and climate
change). Although current indications identify that air

quality in NSW is generally good, two main problems persist
within the Greater Metropolitan Region (consisting of
Sydney, Lower Hunter and lllawarra regions), which is home
to around 70 percent of the NSW population. These prob-
lems are photochemical smog (ground level ozone) and
particle

pollution (brown haze).

The main sources that contribute to air pollution include
motor vehicles, smoke from wood heaters and industry as
well as commercial and domestic sources. Other factors
include burning for bush fire hazard reduction and
agricultural purposes.

Regional and Local Air Quality Inventory

The Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water
(DECCW) measures and records ambient levels of air pollut-
ants across Sydney, lllawarra, the Lower Hunter and select-
ed rural sites around NSW twice daily. Monitoring stations
located in the Sydney South West Region include Macarthur,
Bringelly, Liverpool, Bargo and Oakdale. The information
provided by these stations helps to identify the nature and
severity of air pollution within the Campbelltown LGA.

Prior to the 2008/09 reporting year, pollutant data was
recorded and represented as a Regional Pollution Index
(RPI). The RPI measured five pollutants consistent with
National Standards. The five pollutants included ozone,
carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and air
particles.

In 2008 this process was revised and a new index
instigated. Known as the Regional Air Quality Index (RAQI),
the index is based on the five (5) criteria pollutants (as per
national standards) plus visibility (as per a standard set by
the NSW Government). The RAQI values are categorised as
follows:

- very good, 0-33

- good, 34-66

- fair, 67-99

- poor, 100-149

- very poor, 150-199
- hazardous, >200.

Local Air Quality

Council routinely responds to a range of air quality
concerns raised by the local community. Residents who are
the subject of complaints are generally provided with
advice and education. However, where air pollution
continues Council has a variety of enforcement options
available under the Protection of the Environment
Operations Act 1997 to ensure that all sectors of the
community comply with acceptable air quality standards.

The following table (table 11) provides an account against
environmental indicators relating to Our Air. Each indicator
is classified under a category, and is either a measure of the
pressure on the environment, state of the environment or
response by government to the environmental issues. The
table provides a commentary on any apparent change in the
indicator for the last two years. A detailed description of the
indicators for Our Air can be found in Appendix 5.

A summary of the major achievements for Council during the
reporting period follows.
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Campbelltown City Council - Energy Consumption (GJ)
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Figure 5 — Energy consumption information for the 2008/09 and 2009/10 financial year (Source: Planet Footprint).
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Figure 6 — 2008/09 Macarthur Air Quality Index monthly average compared against the Sydney South West Regional Air
Quality monthly average.
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Figure 7 — 2009/10 Macarthur Air Quality Index monthly average compared against the Sydney South West Regional Air
Quality monthly average.

Note: the significant change in air quality during September is most likely attributable to a major dust storm event which
occurred during this period.
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Figure 8 — Number of domestic Home Saver Rebates issued during the reporting period for the Campbelltown LGA



major achievments

During the reporting period, Council continued to strive to
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions through the
development and implementation of a number of strategic
documents and initiatives. These initiatives are considered
to be diverse and are facilitated within a number of Council’s
operational areas. They include:

- implementation of an Energy Savings Action Plan

- installation of energy efficient green street lighting

- fleet management and fuel savings initiatives programs
- green energy contracts

- participation in Earth Hour

- tree planting projects

- schools environmental education projects.

Energy Savings Action Plan

In mid 2007, Council endorsed the Campbelltown City
Council Energy Saving Action Plan, which identified
Council’s top 13 energy-using assets and activities and
developed a list of cost effective and administrative energy
saving measures.

The development of Council’'s ESAP was a proactive step
towards the strategic implementation of energy efficient
initiatives throughout the organisation. In this regard,
Council’'s ESAP was written to accommodate a large variety
of cost effective initiatives that were linked to Council’s
financial planning process.

Council continues to implement cost effective initiatives in
accordance with the action list contained within the plan
Initiatives implemented to date have resulted in Council
achieving an implementation status of 57 percent.

In maintaining the integrity of the plan and ensuring that
initiatives are still feasible and effective, a review of the
initiatives contained in the action list was undertaken during
the reporting period. Due to advances in technology three
modifications have been made, and two have been deleted
due to a facility closure and insufficient information.

In addition to the actions contained within the ESAP, Council
continues to promote the responsible use of energy to its
employees through staff engagement programs. This has
resulted in various sections within Council adopting

informal localised energy saving processes, including
turning off photocopiers and computer monitors at the end of
the day, reducing printing where achievable, printing double
sided and recycling unwanted paper.

Council is currently undertaking a detailed energy meter
audit and review of its energy usage recording and
reporting processes. The review will assist Council
streamline of its energy systems and develop more formal
reporting processes. This will result in the formalisation of
Council’s Sustainability Accounting Tool (SAT), which is
currently in development.

Council’'s ESAP has provided a framework for the
implementation of energy efficient practices and
technologies. The first annual review identified areas where
Council could enhance its approach, and areas where
Council could be seen as an industry leader. Over the next

year, Council’s Sustainability Committee will continue to
drive the implementation of energy efficient technologies, as
well as investigate additional initiatives for Council to pursue.

Council is currently in the process of undertaking a
second annual review. The results will be reported to
Council and submitted to the Department of Environment,
Climate Change and Water in late 2010.

Waste and Sustainability Improvement Payments

Since 2006, Council has received funding from the NSW
Government’s Waste and Sustainability Improvement
Payments (WaSIP) Scheme.

During the reporting year, Council received approximately
$564,000 to support the implementation of 11 projects which
were considered to provide significant benefits to Council
and the community in the areas of energy and water
reduction, environmental restoration, climate change,
sustainable transport and sustainable purchasing.

The 11 projects included:

- the development of a Sustainability Accounting Tool to
provide Council with the ability to comprehensively
manage, monitor and report on its energy and water
consumption. In addition, the tool will assist Council in
identifying possibilities for future energy and monetary
savings that can be achieved through the implementation
of targeted energy efficient
initiatives

- installation of sub-metering at Council facilities where the
current meter configuration does not support the
monitoring of savings gained from energy efficient
measures. Sub-metering will allow individual components
of a building to be isolated on different meters to allow for
more comprehensive energy management

- installation of energy efficient light globes at Council’s
libraries

- solar hot water systems to be installed at five (5) of
Council's child care centres

- installation of a solar pool heating system at the
Campbelltown Swimming Centre

- financial support to the Macarthur Centre for
Sustainable Living to ensure ongoing commitment to, and
implementation of community targeted sustainability
programs

- development and implementation of waste and
sustainability workshops for schools and community
groups

- upgrading of floodlights at Council's sporting fields using
more energy efficient globes

- implementation of water harvesting for use in toilets and
landscape irrigation to be installed in five of Council's
child care centres (which includes plumbing and bladder)

- bush fire management works and environmental
restoration

- development and delivery of sustainability training for
Council staff.




major achievments cont.

In accordance with the WaSIP guidelines, Council was
required to submit a financial year review for the 2009/10
financial year to the DECCW which was to detail the
allocation of WaSIP funds and to provide the outcomes
achieved during the reporting year. The financial year review
indicated that the majority of projects had been partially
completed, with finalisation of the majority of the projects
anticipated by early 2011.

Sustainability Committee

During an extensive consultation process in 2003 and 2004,
the community of Campbelltown identified that one of the
key expectations of Council was in the role of advocate and
leader. As a community recognised for its proportionally
high rate of residents showing relatively low socio-economic
characteristics, the challenge faced by those to maintain or
improve their living standards without negatively impacting
on the natural environment is considered to be significant.
In this regard, Council is committed to leading by example
through the demonstration of best practice techniques.

Council recognises that sustainability is inherently linked to
sound decision making and management. In its
representation of the community of Campbelltown, Council
is committed to ensuring that the principles of Ecologically
Sustainable Development are considered and effectively
incorporated into the strategic vision and direction of the
organisation.

Guided by international, national and state frameworks,
Council has developed strategies and policies to address
local sustainability issues. These measures have involved
the implementation of actions to improve Council and the
community’s environmental ‘bottom line’ in the areas of
resource consumption, management and sustainability.
Examples include an Energy and Water Savings Action Plan.

In 2009, Council established a Sustainability Committee
whose members include Directors and Managers. The
committee aims to provide Council, its employees (of which
60 percent reside within the LGA) and the community, with
a foundation to support and facilitate the delivery of sustain-
able outcomes.

The establishment of the committee was initiated by a
campaign which aimed at unifying sections within Council
with a common interest in sustainable practice. Whilst it was
recognised that individual sections were implementing
sustainable practices, it was considered that the
establishment of a committee would provide a consolidated
and integrated approach to making better informed decisions
on a ‘whole of organisation’ basis.

The Sustainability Committee’s Terms of Reference (ToR)
identifies the following areas as being integral to the
Committee’s operation:

- development of policy

- innovation

- education

- recognition of budget and resourcing influences

- reviewing, reporting and monitoring on the progress of
documents and projects.

Currently, one of the main priorities of the committee is to
facilitate the development of a Sustainability Strategy. The
Sustainability Strategy will be a strategic document that will
provide direction for Council and the community to guide the
prioritisation and implementation of initiatives. A major
component of the development of the strategy will be a
comprehensive employee and community focused survey.
The survey will enable Council to gauge the attitudes of the
community towards sustainability, as well as

encourage ownership and collective support for key strategic
directions.

Staff education and engagement programs

During the reporting year, Council has demonstrated an
increased commitment to sustainability demonstrated by a
range of staff education and engagement initiatives.

- In September 2009, Council purchased reusable water
bottles for all permanent staff.

- For Earth Hour 2010, staff were encouraged to participate
via emails, posters and wallpaper images. Eighty six staff
recorded their participation, an increase from previous
years. Other actions included

- all non-essential lighting was switched off at various
Council facilities including the Civic Centre, Campbelltown
Arts Centre, libraries, leisure centres, Council’s depot and
at Campbelltown Stadium

- posters were erected in local bus shelters and other
prominent locations

- a media campaign which included the distribution of media
releases, community newsletters, radio advertisements,
brochures and displays

- a stillimage projected onto the Council’'s Campbelltown
Arts Centre in the lead up to the event (which was offset
via the purchase of green power).

- In September 2009, Council participated in ‘Enviroweek’,
which was celebrated with a range of activities including
the wearing of promotional items by members of the
Sustainability Committee, a competition for Council staff
for the most sustainable action during the week and a
‘green themed’ Council meeting.

- Council continues to promote the responsible use of
energy to its employees through the use of Council’s
intranet page, wall paper images, toilet door posters and
articles in the staff newsletter.

- In June 2010, the Sustainability Committee provided

sustainability training to 13 employees who nominated
themselves to be sustainability champions. The training
delivered two nationally recognised competencies aimed

at educating participants in identifying, implementing and
monitoring sustainable work practices. It is considered that
the sustainability training is empowering staff to change their



major achievments cont.

behaviour and make sustainable choices, while

facilitating the internal driving of the development of a
sustainable policy framework and initiatives. Further training
will be rolled out in the future.

Carbon Neutral ‘Fisher’s Gig’ Event

Recognised as being Macarthur’s largest youth
entertainment, arts and cultural event, Fisher’s Gig is
held annually in conjunction with the renowned Festival of
Fisher’s Ghost community celebration. Operated by local
youth, Fisher’s Gig provides a supportive environment for
volunteers to develop skills in event management and
performance.

Recent community consultation identified that young people
across Campbelltown have generally demonstrated a high
awareness of environmental issues, and shown a strong
willingness to participate in local environmental initiatives.

In partnership with the event’s organising committee, it was
considered appropriate that Council pilot its first ever entirely
sustainable event at Fisher’s Gig 2009 by:

- purchasing renewable energy to offset emissions
associated with the energy consumption of the event

- planting trees to sequester emissions associated with
attendee and performer transport

- ensuring recycling bins were made available at the event.

The event was held on 7 November 2009 at Bradbury Oval
and featured three well-known Australian headlining acts
and six local bands. On the day, the significance of Council’s
carbon-neutral efforts were highlighted through event
sighage and promotional messages, and attendees were
also encouraged to sign up for the tree planting day the
following weekend.

With the help of 20 volunteer young people, 50 native trees
were subsequently planted at a site within the Bradbury Oval
complex adjacent to location of the event.

Sustainable assets

In the 2009/10 financial year a number of on-ground projects
demonstrating Council’'s commitment to sustainability were
completed. These are outlined below:

- Blair Athol community centre
Stage 1 of a new community centre in Blair Athol was
opened in September 2009, providing a facility for the
local community. The scope of works included a 350
square metre Community Hall, 12,000 litre water
harvesting system for reuse in toilet and irrigation areas,
sensor driven internal lighting, solar heating, energy
efficient car park and security lighting. As part of this
project, reclaimed road profile was used for the pavement
structure of the car park and footpath underlay. Natural
sandstone and river stone was used in the creek and
drainage improvements.

- Campbelltown Stadium Upgrade
This stadium is used for a variety of events including those
of a national standing. During the reporting year, Council
installed stormwater harvesting infrastructure to capture
rainwater from the western grandstand and transfer it to
two tanks that can store up to 230,000 litres. These tanks
provide the capacity to irrigate the playing surface for up
to three to four weeks and will result in substantial savings
in potable water usage. It is estimated that Council would
save in the vicinity of $30,000 per annum through this
initiative.

In addition, all the electrical hot water heating devices in the
western grandstand have been replaced with natural gas
heating devices. This initiative has ensured that there will

be adequate power available for the additional load in the
western grandstand. This action also prevented an
expensive upgrade of the sub-station that feeds the
electrical supply to the Sports Stadium. Council has also
incorporated sensor lighting and low electricity usage globes
to all internal lighting.

With respect to the Sports Stadium floodlighting, Council
implemented a three stage lighting project. Rather than just
having one level of lighting that would have to be TV
standard 2500 lux’, Council elected to incur greater initial
expense to install a 2500 Lux, 2000 and 1500 Lux switch
assembly. This allows Council to vary the level of lighting
depending on the event thereby reducing the associated
energy consumption.

- Campbelltown Sports Stadium carpark
Council has constructed a 1,500 space car park for the
Campbelltown Sports Stadium located at the corner of
Airds Road and Rose Payten Drive which includes up to
70 percent recycled road base material. This has provided
substantial savings as well as an improved environmental
outcome. There is a further expansion capability of 300
spaces when further recyclable materials become
available.
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overview

Heritage is the most tangible evidence of our history and culture. It includes places, objects and landscapes that have
aesthetic, natural, historic or social significance or special values for our community. It links us to our past and provides a
“sense of belonging”. Heritage comprises both natural and cultural elements. Natural heritage consists of ecosystems,
biodiversity as well as land and water.

The original inhabitants of the Campbelltown area were the Dharawal Aboriginal people. European settlement dates from
the early 1800s, with land used mainly for agriculture, particularly wheat farming, sheep grazing and dairy farming. In this
respect the area played a significant role in the establishment of modern Australia.

The Campbelltown area boasts a rich European heritage, being one of the first areas of European colonisation in Australia.
There are 105 local heritage items identified within the Campbelltown LGA including buildings, monuments, churches,
railway stations, bridges, cemeteries, reservoirs, dams, water canals and forests. Twenty one of these items are also
recognised as being of State significance and are included on the NSW State Heritage Register.

These heritage items have the potential to be impacted by a number of factors, including the development and
redevelopment of land. The cost of maintaining heritage items, particularly those in private ownership, and finding
appropriate new uses for heritage buildings, are also challenges.

There is a specific legislative and policy framework to protect and conserve sites and places of cultural significance at Local,
State and National levels. At a local level the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 enables Council to protect
heritage items through planning controls such as Local Environmental Plans and Development Control Plans. Council is
currently in the process of reviewing its planning controls to ensure that they afford a higher level of protection to
Campbelltown’s indigenous, natural, and built heritage. The NSW Heritage Act 1977 also provides for a significant level of
protection and conservation. Unfortunately however, locally significant and listed items are not afforded protection against

neglect. This is a matter that Council has consistently raised with the NSW Government.

Indigenous Heritage

The Aboriginal people of Southern Sydney and the lllawarra  The following table (Table 12) provides an account against

Region refer to themselves as the Dharawal people. The environmental indicators relating to Our Heritage. Each
Dharawal people lived in the area from the south side of indicator is classified under a category, and is either a
Botany Bay, around Port Hacking to the north of the measure of the pressure on the environment, state of the
Shoalhaven River and inland to Campbelltown and Camden. environment or response by government to the

Within the Campbelltown LGA, the Georges River and its environmental issues. The table provides a commentary on
associated landscapes provided the Dharawal people not any apparent change in the indicator for the last two years.
only with food and shelter, but also a rich resource for the A detailed description of the indicators for Our Heritage can

expression of their cultural and social heritage. The diversity  be found in Appendix 6.
and number of known indigenous sites, places and relics

within the Campbelltown LGA is a reflection of this, with A summary of the major achievements for Council during the
more than 350 known sites, places and relics having been reporting period follows.
recorded.

Some Indigenous heritage sites within the Campbelltown
LGA have suffered damage from human activities such as
clearing, development, earthworks and vandalism. The
natural forces of wind, water and sunlight also cause
damage to sites through erosion and fading. Campbelltown
City Council, like many other councils, faces the challenge
of addressing impacts on indigenous heritage. While places
of Indigenous heritage significance are protected under the
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, the NSW Heritage Act
1977, the inclusion of planning controls within environmental
planning instruments and the Campbelltown (Sustainable
City) Development Control Plan affords another layer of
protection and is one way in which Council seeks to
conserve Indigenous heritage.
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major achievments

European Heritage

Heritage Festival Activities

Council’s Heritage Festival was held in April 2010, and
coincided with Youth Week. The Campbelltown Arts Centre
coordinated the Heritage Festival Program involving a range
of activities, including a tour of local heritage places, the
presentation of the 2010 Heritage Medallions and the
Heritage Forum.

The heritage tour was hosted by the Campbelltown Visitor
Information Centre, and explored Governor Lachlan
Macquarie’s influence in the Macarthur region.

At the Heritage Forum, well known historian, conservationist
and author Dr James Broadbent presented a discussion on
Governor Macquarie’s colony and his achievements.

Local Heritage Fund

Council promotes the conservation and maintenance of
privately owned heritage items in the Campbelltown LGA
through the provision of funding under its Local Heritage
Fund program. The fund is available to all owners of
heritage listed places for repair and maintenance works.
The funding is provided on a dollar for dollar basis, with a
maximum amount of $1,500 per applicant every year.

In the 2009/10 financial year, Council considered and
approved funding for four separate projects relating to the
following heritage items:

Denfield House, Appin House

- St Peter’s Anglican Church

- St Peter’s Anglican Pioneer Cemetery
- The Pines House, Menangle Park.

Richmond Villa Landscape Management Plan

In September 2009, Council’s Heritage Projects (Jobs Fund)
application was approved by the Department of the
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts for a sum of
$73,000 (plus GST) for the project “Richmond Villa
Landscaping Improvement”. This project funding is for
landscaping works to improve the setting of the Richmond
Villa heritage site.

Richmond Villa is an historic cottage and a heritage item
of local significance located in the Campbelltown business
centre.

To date, a Landscape Management Plan has been
prepared and endorsed by Council. The landscaping works
will improve the streetscape around the heritage item and
make the public domain area within Lithgow Street more
attractive.

Indigenous Heritage
Recognition of the Impact of the Appin Massacre

Council recognises the impact of the Appin Massacre on the
Aboriginal community both in history and the present day.
Council holds a flag raising ceremony each year to mark the
anniversary of the Appin Massacre on 17 April. The
memorial flag raising ceremony, held on the lawn of the
Council Civic Centre, is held annually to remember the
Dharawal people killed in the massacre of 17 April 1816.

Koori Toastmasters

Council was successful in receiving seed funding during
2009 through CDSE (Clubs NSW) to form a Campbelltown
Koori Toastmasters Club. The club has been in operation for
almost six months and has attracted 20 members, supported
by Council and mentors from Campbelltown Toastmasters.

NAIDOC Week

NAIDOC celebrations are held annually held around
Australia in the first week of July to celebrate the history,
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people.

NAIDOC Week provides an opportunity for the
Campbelltown community to acknowledge the contribution
that Indigenous people make to our local area. This year’s
theme was “Unsung Heroes — Closing the Gap by Leading
Their Way”, and involved a well-attended calendar of events
in Campbelltown including an official flag raising

ceremony, street march, family cultural and information fun
day and a touch football competition organised in
conjunction with the Macquarie Fields Police Local Area
Command.

Aboriginal Advisory Sub Committee

Council Aboriginal Advisory Sub Committee is made up of
Aboriginal community representatives who provide a direct
line of communication between the Aboriginal community
and Council. The Sub Committee aims to raise the profile of
indigenous people in the Campbelltown Local Government
Area; provide recommendations to Council and coordinate
particular projects and activities for Indigenous people. The
Sub Committee continued to meet throughout 2009/10.



major achievments cont.

Aboriginal Child, Youth and Family Strategy

Council coordinated the development of a number of
projects aimed at providing support to Aboriginal families
under the auspice of the Aboriginal Child, Youth and Family
Strategy. The Aboriginal Child, Youth and Family Strategy
is the NSW Government’s prevention and early intervention
strategy which focuses on addressing the needs around
safety, health and well-being of Aboriginal children, young
people and their families.

The projects coordinated by Council included:

- the production of a parenting book titled Growing up
Strong Kooris, a resource for Aboriginal and Family
Workers in the South West Sydney region of NSW

- an Aboriginal Service Directory, which aims to provide
contact details for a wide range of community services,
information and resources, that are both Aboriginal
specific and mainstream for Aboriginal peoples living in
the South West Sydney region

- Stickybeak Tours for Young people of the Aboriginal
community, were held in April 2010 during National Youth
Week. Participants went on a bus tour and visited youth
services in the area and undertook activities including a
treasure hunt to find out as much information about the
service as possible.
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overview

Located approximately 50kms from the Sydney CBD, the Campbelltown LGA continues to emerge as a significant regional
centre in Sydney’s south west. The population of the LGA (according to the most recent available data from the 2006
census) is 142,841.

Projections indicate the Campbelltown LGA’s population is likely to increase between this census and the 2011 census.

The latest population projections estimate that the population of Sydney will grow by an additional 1.7 million persons or 39
percent by 2036 and will require an additional 768,900 dwellings to cater for this demand. The NSW Government’s
Metropolitan Strategy released in 2005, which was based on lower population and dwelling estimates than previously men-
tioned, indicated that south west Sydney, which includes Campbelltown LGA, would require a minimum of 100,000
additional dwellings by 2031, of which Campbelltown LGA would need to cater for approximately 25,000 additional
dwellings.

Council facilitates and holds a large number of community events each year in order to foster a community spirit and
improve the lifestyle and wellbeing of residents. Council also endeavours to provide advice and promote environmentally
sustainable messages and practices at these events through the provision of council stalls and technical staff.

The following table (Table 13) provides an account against environmental indicators relating to Our Community. Each
indicator is

classified under a category, and is either a measure of the pressure on the environment, state of the environment or
response by government to the environmental issues. The table provides a commentary on any apparent change in the indi-
cator for the last two years. A detailed description of the indicators for Our Waste can be found in Appendix 7.

A summary of the major achievements for Council during the reporting period follows.

Our Community — Reporting on Indicators

Category | | ndicator Indicator P /SIR 08/09 09/10 Comment
Number
Community | 8.1 Number of R 12 11 Riverfest was not held during the reporting period
community events events | events due to a determination by Council to move the

festival from June to September following poor
weather experienced in 2009.

8.2 Number of R 1 4 As a result of seed funding from the Sydney
streamcare location | locations | Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority
locations (groups) Council has initiated 3 new streamcare groups

during the reporting period.

Note: population and demographic statistics specifically for the 2009/10 reporting period are unavailable at time of the
preparation of this report and these indicators are therfore not included.
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Promotion of Environmental Matters at Council
Community Events

Council had a strong presence at a number of annual
community events held over the reporting period, where
Council presented a wide variety of resources on local
environmental topics, and answered enquiries from local
community members. In 2009/10, these events included:

- Clean Up Australia Day/various sites
- Chemical Clutter Clean Out

- Australia Day- 53 sites

- Ingleburn Alive Festival

- Festival of Fisher’'s Ghost

- NAIDOC Week

- National Tree Day

- Campbelltown City Garden Competition
- Heritage Festival

- Youth Week

- Campbelltown City Show

- Macarthur Sustainable Schools Expo
- Streamcare - four sites.

Environmental Education Strategy

In 2009, Council developed its first Environmental
Educational Strategy. The strategy considers the context of
environmental education for Council in terms of its
responsibility as a local government body and the national
and state frameworks which support it.

The Strategy was formally adopted by Council in February
2010. It has been developed with the purpose of providing a
holistic and strategic approach to environmental education
programs undertaken for the community and Council over
the next three years.

The aims of the Strategy are:

- toincrease community awareness and understanding of
the environment, with a particular focus on the local
environment, its significance, and the risks it faces

- to improve the practices of the community, to reduce the
impact of their actions on the local environment;

- to assist and support the local community with improving
their practices

- to promote and encourage sustainable use of the
environment, with a particular emphasis on remnant
bushland areas

- to promote and encourage the local community to reduce
consumption and use natural resources more efficiently;

- toincrease community awareness and action in regards
to sustainability practices

- to utilise ‘learning for sustainability’ principles in planning
and delivering environmental education programs;

- to identify key environmental issues to be addressed
through environmental education means

- to utilise existing community structures and organisations
in the implementation of Council’s environmental
education programs

- to make it easier for the local community to access
pertinent information relating to the environment and
environmental issues.

The strategy analyses the demographic profile of the LGA
and environmental issues impacting on it and prescribes a
range of environmental education
programs to address these needs.

The strategy inlcudes an implementation plan which outlines
and prioritises a range of environmental educational
programs planned to be implemented by Council until 2012.
An annual report card for the strategy will be developed in
the interim years, which provides an insight and
measurement of the strategy’s progress against prescribed
indicators.

Since the strategy was adopted in February 2010, selected
Council staff have undergone sustainability training. Council
staff are also working towards the implementation of
programs through childcare centres and schools, which aim
to raise sustainability awareness and encourage younger
generations to be sustainable champions in their
households.

At the conclusion of the timeframe for the strategy a
comprehensive evaluation will be undertaken in conjunction
with the implementation of the Local Government Integrated
Planning and Reporting framework. The evaluation will
analyse the effectiveness of the strategy in providing a
framework for environmental education in the

Campbelltown LGA. It will focus on the individual programs
and their effectiveness, as well as looking at the overall state
of the environment in the area, and undertaking a Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats (SWOT) analysis of the
strategy in responding to this.
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Schools climate change initiative ‘Cool in
Campbelitown’

The Schools Climate Change Initiative is a grant program
funded by the NSW Department of Education and Training
and the Department of Environment, Climate Change and
Water. The program is operated through selected schools to
develop and undertake units of work on the topic of climate
change. Council is a project partner, providing technical and
promotional support in advocating the program to the wider
community to increase awareness of climate change issues.

The project involves Kentlyn Primary, Ruse Primary,
Leumeah Primary and Leumeah High Schools and aims to
develop teacher and student understanding of measures
required to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and how to
adapt to climate change in NSW. The program was delivered
over the transition from primary to high school.

The benefits of the program include increased team
teaching within and across schools with primary and
secondary schools collaborating to ensure the program is
streamlined. Other achievements included increased
knowledge and student engagement via a range of
teachings and activities including sustainability audits.

During the reporting period, the program concluded and
reporting information and material was submitted to a
research team from the University of Newcastle for
evaluation.

Macarthur nature photography competition

The competition is a Macarthur region initiative which seeks
to actively engage people with the local environment through
nature photography. A number of photography walks are
held in bushland areas throughout the region, with the
competition culminating in an awards night and travelling
photography exhibition.

In 2009, the competition was expanded as new categories
and sponsors were taken on. Council has been the major
sponsor and administrator of the event since its
commencement in 2007.

The 2009 competition was held in conjunction with the
Festival of Fisher’'s Ghost, with 160 entries received.

Prizes were issued to first, second and third place in four
categories including ‘people’s choice’. The guest speaker at
the 2009 awards night was the head veterinarian at Taronga
Zoo.

In addition to the travelling exhibition at various Council
facilities, an online ‘Flickr’ account was created which

allowed the photos to be viewed via a link on Council’s
website, providing greater public access to the artwork.

Threatened species art competition

The Campbelltown Threatened Species Art Competition has
been a successful annual community event since 2008, and
aims to challenge local children to undertake research
exploring themes relating to biodiversity and protection of
the environment, while engaging them in a creative way.

This annual competition is targeted towards primary school
children, which requires them to draw pictures representing
threatened species found in the LGA. The competition aims
to raise awareness of Threatened Species Day, and in
particular, species listed as threatened under relevant
legislation which occur locally. The art is then displayed at
various Council facilities.

The 2009 competition was held in September to help
celebrate Threatened Species Day and was promoted
through local media and Council’s childcare centres. A large
number of interpretive artworks were received with first,
second and third prizes receiving vouchers to Taronga Zoo.

The competition presents positive opportunities to enrich the
understanding of local children regarding their local
environment and wildlife.

Macarthur sustainable schools EXPO

In 2009 Council once again played a leading role in
promoting environmental education in the Macarthur region,
as a major sponsor and organiser of the Macarthur
Sustainable Schools Expo. The expo, which was held in
September 2009, attracted approximately 240 students from
schools across the Macarthur region to learn about
sustainability issues. Council provided both financial and in
kind support to the expo, and as a result, it is recognised as
a major sponsor.

The event is organised by members of the Macarthur
Sustainable Schools Network, which consists of Camden
Park Environment Education Centre, the Department of
Education and Training, and Campbelltown, Camden and
Wollondilly Councils.

The purpose of the expo is to actively educate students on
environmentally sustainable practices that can be
undertaken in their own schools and at home. It utilises an
innovative peer-learning approach in which students present
to their fellow students on topics such as no-dig gardening,
composting, plant propagation, keeping chickens at home,
solar ovens, frog ponds, worm farms, and preventing
stormwater pollution.



Macarthur sustainable schools network

The network is comprised of representatives from schools,
the Department of Education and Training, Camden Park
Environmental Education Centre and local councils from
across the Macarthur region. The network focuses on
promoting sustainability initiatives within local schools.
Council is a member of the network which meets quarterly,
and also has an established email network to distribute
information to the schools.

Streamcare

Council’s Streamcare program recruits and coordinates
volunteers from the local community to undertake bush
regeneration and conservation activities such as water
quality monitoring rubbish and weed removal, plantings
and seed collection at environmentally significant locations
across the Campbelltown LGA.

The program not only engages these volunteers with their
local environment, but aims to provide them with new skills
and knowledge which can be utilised in the wider
community.

Council has a Streamcare group operating at Noorumba
Reserve, Rosemeadow which has been in operation since
2005. In early 2010, Council initiated the establishment of
three new groups across the LGA at Redfern Creek
(Ingleburn), Botany Place (Rosemeadow) and Spring Creek
(St Helens Park). Council has more than 30 volunteers
registered under the Streamcare program, with more on the
waiting list.

In 2009/10, volunteers have worked more than 750 hours
on the program, with 250 bags of rubbish and 408 bags of
noxious weeds removed from these locations.

Aboriginal Employment Strategy

Council is in the process of preparing an Aboriginal
Employment Strategy which will identify opportunities for
greater employment opportunities for indigenous persons in
Campbelltown LGA. As traditional custodians of the land,
the Strategy will explore opportunities to link Indigenous
persons with environmentally focussed employment in the
Campbelltown LGA. The Strategy is due for completion in
2010.

Aboriginal employment strategy

Council is in the process of preparing an Aboriginal
Employment Stategy, which will identify opportunities for
greater employment oportunities for Indigenous persons in
the Campbelltown LGA. As traditional custodians of the land,
the strategy will explore opportunities to link Indigenous
persons with environmentally focussed employment in the
Campbelltown LGA. The stategy is due for completion in
2010.

Campbelltown social plan 2010-2012

During the reporting period Council undertook a review of
the Campbelltown Social Plan 2004-2009 and prepared the
Campbelltown Social Plan 2010-2012. The plan was
endorsed by Council in February 2010 and updates the
previous plan with recent demographic analysis, economic,
crime and health statistics, changes to public policy, as well
as providing a direction based on increased awareness and
the importance of social issues affecting Campbelltown.

The 2010/12 plan builds on successful actions undertaken
during the previous five years, including improved
coordination between local service providers, improvements
to amenity including tree planting and other beautification
projects, delivery of an extended bike path network, and
leadership on issues important to Campbelltown such as
public transport and congestion on the M5.

Relevant findings arising from community consultations
undertaken as part of the review of the Social Plan indicated,
the following community values, concerns and desires:

- The country atmosphere of the Campbelltown area and
surrounds are maintained;

- Council’s public parks;

- More parking and disabled parking near railway stations
which will help to encourage public transport patronage;

- Increased street plantings and other beautification
projects;

- Heritage significant items are maintained and restored;

- Youth value the environment highly;

- Protection of items of aboriginal cultural heritage; and

- Air pollution in the Campbelltown region.
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conclusion

Council recognises the value of the environment and its role in preserving and promoting the principles of Ecologically
Sustainable Development. Council’s corporate plans and strategies acknowledge these responsibilities and provide a
framework for their undertaking.

Under Council’'s Management Plan, Council’s principle activities include:

1. Campbelltown's Environment - preserving our hills, rivers and bushland

2. Campbelltown's Economy - growing our regional city

3. Campbelltown's People - strengthening our vibrant and connected community

4. Campbelltown's Infrastructure - strategically managing our civic assets and infrastructure.

In focusing on these activities Council has further prescribed four (4) objectives:

Objective 1. A sustainable environment

Objective 2. A strong local economy

Objective 3. A vibrant, healthy and connected community
Objective 4. A smoothly running and attractive city.

In assisting with the achievement of the above objectives, Council has developed the following strategic directions:

Council will implement sustainability strategies to reduce its impact on the environment

Council will contribute to the preservation and enhancement of the key environmental assets

Development within the city will take appropriate account of the City’s key environmental aspects and recognises
environmental constraints

4.2  Council will contribute to the City being well maintained, clean, contemporary and safe while recognising its heritage
4.3 Council will contribute to the City having attractive, sustainable and functional natural and built environments.

[ G G §
WN =

This State of the Environment report acknowledges that the main pressures on the environment in Campbelltown continue
to be:

- development

- inappropriate land use such as illegal trail bike riding
- clearing of native vegetation and habitat

- noxious weed invasion

- illegal dumping and litter

- water quality

- pollution

- heritage destruction and degradation.

In an effort to address these threats, Council is pursuing the following initiatives:

- development of a Comprehensive Local Environmental Plan and associated planning controls

- development of a Biodiversity Strategy

- development of a Sustainability Strategy

- undertaking a Water Quality Monitoring Review

- preparation of Plans of Management for Council’s Parks and Reserves

- delivery of strategically focused compliance program

- development and delivery of Council’s Noxious Weed and Pest Animal Management Strategy 2009/14
- delivery of a Council cleanup program

- development and implementation of an Environmental Education Strategy.
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