ATTACHMENT 1

NSW ‘ Premier & Cabinet Circular to Cour
sovememrer | Division of Local Government

Circular No. 13-11 Contact Innovation Team

Date 25 March 2013

Doc ID. A319408 02 4428 4100

CONSULTATION ON COMPANION ANIMALS TASKFORCE REPORTS

Purpose

To inform councils that two reports from the Companion Animals Taskforce
have been released on the Division's website for public consultation.

Issue

e The Companion Animals Taskforce was established by the Minister for Local
Government and the Minister for Primary Industries to provide advice on key
companion animal issues (Circular 12-11 refers).

= The Taskforce has submitted two reports providing 38 recommendations for
Government consideration. The reporis are:
— NSW Companion Animals Taskforce Report
— NSW Companion Animals Taskforce Report on the Management of
Dangerous Dogs

« As the recommendations have implications for the management of cats and
dogs in NSW, councils, interested stakeholder groups and the community
are being encouraged to review and comment on the recommendations prior
to any final decisions being made.

Action
Councils are encouraged to read the reports and complete the on-line feedback

form available at www.dlg.nsw.gov.au by the submission closing date of 10
May 2013.

>
Steve Orr
A/Chief Executive, Local Government
A Division of the Department of Premier and Cabinet

Division of Local Government

5 O'Keefe Avenue NOWRA NSW 2541

Locked Bag 3015 NOWRA NSW 2541

T0D2 4428 4100 F 02 4428 4199 7Ty 02 4428 4209

E dig@dlg.nsw.gov.au w www.dlg.nsw.gov.au ABN 99 567 863 195
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ATTACHMENT 3

{4

A cam pbelltown

/-‘\ city council

24 May 2013

Mr S Orr

Acting Chief Executive, Local Government
Department of Premier and Cabinet
Locked Bag 3015

NOWRA NSW 2541

Dear Mr Orr,
Re: CONSULTATION ON THE COMPANION ANIMALS TASKFORCE REPORTS

Feedback Reference: CARESPONSE_13005329

| am writing in regard to Council's submission of 10 May 2013 to the on-line feedback
survey to the two reports from the Companion Animals Taskforce.

The final part of the survey asked for additional comments, unfortunately however,
responses were limited to less than 2000 characters. This limitation prevented
Council from making adequate comment, particularly with regard to clarifying and/or
elaborating our answers to the on-line survey questions.

Accordingly, attached is a copy of Council’'s additional comments to the Taskforce
Reports which Council trusts will be given due consideration as part of our on-line
submission (CARESPONSE_13005329). An electronic copy of the attached
document can be forwarded to you if required.

Should you wish to discuss the above matter further please contact Council’'s Acting
Manager Compliance Services, Mr Michael Donachie on 4645 4614.

Yours sincerely

Jim Baldwin
‘/-"'ACTING DIRECTOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT DIVISION

Civic Centre Queen Street Campbelltown PO Box 57 Campbelltown NSW 2560 DX5114
Telephone 02 4645 4000 Facsimile 02 4645 4111 TTY 02 4645 4615
Email council@campbellitown.nsw.gov.au Web www.campbelltown.nsw.gov.au
ABN 31 459 914 087



ADDITIONAL COMMENTS — COMPANION ANIMALS TASKFORCE REPORTS

DANGEROUS DOGS

Recommendation 1.1: The recommendation is supported provided full discretion is able to
be exercised in relation to the circumstances of the incidents.

Recommendation 2.1: The recommendation is not fully supported in respect annual
registration of dogs and cats (see additional comments under
Registration - Recommendation 8 below).

The recommendation in respect of annual registration of dangerous
dogs and restricted dogs is supported.

The recommendation in respect of a breeder licensing system to
improve the ability of councils to track dangerous dogs seems
counterintuitive given the prohibitions on the breeding of restricted
dogs under section 57C of the Companion Animals Act (CAA) and
likely to be unenforceable.

Recommendation 2.2: The recommendation is supported provided provision is made to
enable input from all relevant stakeholders, including Councils, into
the proposed model behavioural assessment standard.

It is also suggested that if officers are to be required to be
accredited in behavioural assessment then there may be a need to
protect behavioural assessors (the officers) from liability in a similar
way to that provided section 58E of the CAA for breed assessors
and temperament assessors.

Recommendation 2.4: The recommendation is supported and it is considered essential that |
the proposed disqualified owner database be linked to the
Companion Animals Register in such a way to enable a single entry |
to be made that updates the Register and database simultaneously.

Recommendation 3.1: Campbelltown City Council and Police Local Area Command have
for some time now had implemented a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) regarding the enforcement of the CAA
(Council's MOU is available to the Taskforce review if required).

The MOU has been found to be most effective in defining and
clarifying each agencies roles and responsibilities, particularly after
hours procedures for management and welfare of companion
animals. The MOU has also served to avoid duplication in
procedures and subsequent legal action by each agency.




more immediate and greater need and the uncertainty surrounding
the scope of projects that would be funded. Additionally, care
should be taken to restrict the allocation of funded research
programs to objective (and not self-interest) individuals and groups
that are involved in dog and cat research.

REGISTRATION

Recommendation 8:

The recommendation is opposed. Council believes that the aim of
the CAA changes must emphasize responsible and accessible pet
ownership and to that end a registration system that encourages
desexing of companion animals by way of lifetime registration
incentives should continue to be supported, whilst annual
registration should be implemented for those who choose not to
desex their animal, as this may also encourage desexing where the
need for a whole animal is not required.

Council is also concerned that the introduction of annual registration
for all companion animals may prove a disincentive to registration;
may put pet ownership out of the reach of disadvantaged persons,
and may result in increased euthanasia rates for abandoned
animals. Additionally, an annual registration system for all cats and
dogs would place an onerous administrative and compliance burden
on councils that may very well outweigh any perceived benefits from
the additional revenue raised by means of annual registration fees.

Recommendation 11:

The recommendation is not supported. Registration fees need to be

kept as affordable as possible to encourage responsible and
accessible pet ownership.

It is also perceived that an annual registration system for all cats
and dogs would at each change of fee structure mean that
information resources printed or published with previous fee

schedules would need to be unnecessarily disposed or altered. Any

changes to fees and charges would also need to be timed so as to
enable Council’s to publically exhibit such changes as part of its
annual review fees and charges review and before publication by
the councils.

Additional Question G:

The recommendation is not supported as the security implications
are considered too great.

ANNIMAL WELFARE




Recommendation 7: The recommendation is supported provided ample lead-in time is _
made available for designated staff to gain the Certificate |l — Animal
Studies qualification and implementation should not be to the
detriment of existing staff employment arrangements.

Recommendation 19: The recommendation is supported; however, it is suggested that a
better approach would be to incorporate best practice training in
impounding practices as part of the accredited training proposed
under Recommendation 7.

Additional Question H: It is suggested at recommendation 16 in the table that the education
program for pre-school children also include the dangers associated
with approaching or surprising unfamiliar dogs and cats.

DATA MANAGEMENT

Recommendation 14.1: The recommendation is not supported for reasons of security and as
it seems counterintuitive to the confidentiality provisions under
section 89 of the CAA.

o - 1
Recommendation 14.3: 1 The recommendation is not supported for reasons of security and
accuracy of information entered. A better approach it seems would
be to have a link on the DLG website that owners could utilise to
update ownership details online, thereby negating the need to

access the register. An authorized officer could complete the

change of details onto the register.

Recommendation 20: Council is not clear on the benefits a centralised impounded animal

management tool would provide as it would appear that the proposal |
would be a duplication of systems that many councils would already I
have in place. ‘




