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Minutes of the Community Services Committee held on 27 May 2014 
 
 
Present Councillor T Rowell (Chairperson) 

Councillor G Brticevic 
Councillor W Glynn 
Councillor D Lound 
Councillor R Thompson 
General Manager - Mr P Tosi 
Acting Director Community Services - Mr G White 
Director Planning and Environment - Mr J Lawrence 
Manager Communications and Marketing - Mrs B Naylor  
Manager Community Resources and Development - Mr B McCausland 
Manager Cultural Services - Mr M Dagostino 
Acting Manager Education and Care Services - Ms G Vickers 
Manager Healthy Lifestyles - Mr M Berriman 
Manager Operational Services - Mr A Davies  
Corporate Support Coordinator - Mr T Rouen 
Executive Assistant - Mrs D Taylor 

 
Apologies (Glynn/Thompson) 

 
That the apologies from Councillors Matheson and Oates be received and 
accepted. 
 
CARRIED 

 
Acknowledgement of Land  
 
An Acknowledgement of Land was presented by the Chairperson Councillor Rowell. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no Declarations of Interest at this meeting. 
 
Pecuniary Interests 
Nil 
 
Non Pecuniary – Significant Interests 
Nil 
 
Non Pecuniary – Less than Significant Interests 
Nil 
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1. COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING 

1.1 Macarthur Media Coverage - February 2013 to January 2014   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Communications and Marketing 
 
 

Attachments 

Media coverage report – 1 February 2013 to 31 January 2014 (contained within this report) 
 

Purpose 

To update Council on the media coverage of the Macarthur region for the period, February 
2013 to January 2014.  
 

Report 

 
The Macarthur Regional Tourism Strategy 2012–2015, a collaboration between 
Campbelltown City Council and Camden Council, was adopted in March 2012. A key 
objective of the strategy is to develop and enhance the image of the Macarthur region and to 
promote the experiences available within the region.  
 
To deliver on this objective, tourism staff have worked consistently to promote the region via 
an annual tourism public relations program. The program encompasses a range of projects 
including encouraging journalists to visit the region, distributing media releases, and 
targeting lifestyle and travel shows to film segments within the Macarthur region.  
 
As part of the visiting journalist program, journalists are invited to visit the Macarthur region, 
usually for a two or three day period, and experience a range of attractions within the region 
first hand. Throughout 2013, eight journalists visited the region as part of the program, 
including representatives from RACV Auto Magazine, News Ltd, Holidays with Kids 
magazine, The Southern Highlands News, the Sun Herald, Get Up and Go magazine, 
Adventures All Around.  
 
Between February 2013 and January 2014, more than 50 press releases promoting 
Macarthur’s attractions and events were written and distributed throughout the year to radio, 
print and digital media.  
 
Throughout the year, lifestyle and travel shows were encouraged to film experiences within 
the region, with Channel Nine hosting a number of live weather crosses throughout the 
duration of the Campbelltown Show in September.  
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Additionally, in spring 2013, Channel 7’s Sydney Weekender filmed an entire episode within 
the Macarthur region featuring The Australian Botanic Garden, Campbelltown Mega Mini 
Golf, the Macarthur Progressive Wine Lunch, Infusion Restaurant, Rydges Hotel 
Campbelltown and Back Galley Split Diner. The episode aired on Sunday 27 October 2013 
at 5.30pm on the Seven Network. Rydges Hotel Campbelltown also provided a special 
accommodation package as a feature of the episode. The Macarthur episode was the 
highest rated Sydney Weekender show for the year, with peak ratings of 315,000 viewers on 
Channel 7, plus an additional 74,000 on 7TWO.  
 
A number of radio interviews promoting local events were coordinated throughout the year 
with 2UE, 2GB and ABC, as well as a regular weekly segment, What’s On in Macarthur, with 
C91.3.  
 
An annual iSENTIA report is compiled to determine the amount of publicity generated by the 
tourism public relations program during the past 12 months. The finding of this report 
concluded: 
• The total volume of coverage was 310 articles and media reports, which reached a 

total audience of 30,777,826 people 
• Press was the leading media type (37.1%), followed by internet (26.5%), television 

(25.8%) and radio (10.6%) 
• The majority of the coverage appeared in the New South Wales Media (87.8%) 
• The leading press outlet was the Daily Telegraph with 41 articles, followed by the 

Sunday Telegraph with 14 articles. 2UE was the leading radio station with nine reports, 
followed closely by ABC NewsRadio with eight. Channel Seven was the leading 
television station with multiple reports, namely the Sydney Weekender program. 

 
The annual tourism public relations program will continue throughout 2014.  
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Thompson/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
 
  



Community Services Committee Meeting 27 May 2014 Page 6 
1.1 Macarthur Media Coverage - February 2013 To January 2014  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ATTACHMENT 1 
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2. COMMUNITY RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT 

2.1 NAIDOC Week 2014   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Community Resources and Development 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To inform Council of planned NAIDOC Week celebrations to be held across the 
Campbelltown Local Government Area (LGA) from 6-13 July 2014. 
 

History 

NAIDOC Week provides an opportunity each year to celebrate our Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures and recognise the contributions of Indigenous Australians in the 
community. 

This year the 2014 National NAIDOC theme is ‘Serving Country: Centenary & Beyond' in 
recognition of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and women who have fought in 
defence of country. The theme aims to proudly highlight and recognise their sacrifice and 
celebrates and honours their priceless contribution to the nation. 
 

Report 

To launch this year’s NAIDOC Week celebrations, Council will host an official Flag Raising 
Ceremony with speeches and performances to be held in front of Council's administration 
building on Monday 7 July at 10.00am. 
 
This will be followed by a street march to Koshigaya Park where a Community Fun Day will 
be held from 11.00am-3.00pm. The event will include entertainment from local Aboriginal 
performers, amusement rides and information stalls. Community activities hosted by a range 
of participating services from across the LGA and Greater Sydney will include health checks, 
craft, art and cultural activities. Providing activities such as these will support services to 
engage with the local Aboriginal community. The annual Community Fun Day is well 
attended with over 30 services and 1200 local residents anticipated to be present at the 
event.  
  



Community Services Committee Meeting 27 May 2014 Page 18 
2.1 Naidoc Week 2014  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Council, in partnership with Macquarie Fields Local Area Command, will hold a NAIDOC 
Week Touch Football competition at Sarah Redfern Ovals on Wednesday 9 July, including a 
range of activities for younger children attending the event. The Touch Football competition 
attracts a range of age groups with teams coming from local community groups and 
organisations, the Police and Government agencies. The competition is supported by local 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal residents, Department of Education and Communities – Sport 
and Recreation, as well as local services. 
 
This year’s NAIDOC Week events are funded through a combination of Council’s approved 
budget, a range of in-kind and financial contributions, and support from local services and 
community groups. 
 
NAIDOC Week events will be promoted across the Campbelltown LGA through a variety of 
media formats including print, social media and on Council’s website. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Lound/Glynn) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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2.2 2014 Round One Community Grants   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Community Resources and Development 
 
 

Attachments 

Copies of Grant Applications (distributed under separate cover due to the confidential 
information contained in the grant applications) 
 

Purpose 

To assist Council in its determination of applications for financial assistance under the 
Community Grants Program. 
 

Report 

Community groups may apply for a maximum of $1000 to develop and support local 
community programs and activities. Council has a total of up to $8000 to distribute in this 
funding round. 
 
Advertisements were placed in local papers on 4 and 5 March and 18 and 19 March 2014 
and circulated through community networks. A well-attended community information session 
was held on 31 March 2014 in Council's Staff Training Centre. All applicants were required 
to discuss their application with an appropriate Council Officer. Support and advice was 
given to applicants prior to submission of the application to ensure the practicalities of the 
project are reflected in the application and the application is consistent with the guidelines of 
the program. 
 
Community Grants applications closed on 2 May 2014 and 11 applications totalling $9517 
were received.  
 
A summary of the applications is listed below.  
 
Applicant  Project Amount  
Airds Bradbury Originals  Materials and Resources  500 
Autism Family Support Group  Printing and Resources  952 
Campbelltown Bangla School Materials and Equipment   1000 
Campbelltown Domestic Violence Committee  Promotional Resources  876 
Campbelltown Ghost Scout Group Camping Equipment  840 
Claddagh Academy of Irish Dance  Dance Costumes  1000 
Fisher's Ghost Youth Orchestra  Promotional Resources  400 
Macarthur Autism Support Action Group Promotional Resources  975 
Macarthur Country Music Club Inc Country Stampede Event 1000 
Marathi Katta Australia  Audio Equipment  1000 
Te Koru Incorporated  Training and Promotional 

Equipment 
974 

Total  $9517 
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All projects were assessed according to the criteria for funding as set out in Council's 
Community Grants Policy and Guidelines.  
 
The following groups are recommended to receive funding for the following reasons: 
 
Airds Bradbury Originals - Funding is recommended to support the group to obtain 
reusable utensils to be utilised by the group for events which offer Airds and Bradbury 
residents an opportunity to socialise and stay connected to their local community. The Airds 
Bradbury Originals group was established in 2005 by Airds and Bradbury residents to 
address isolation issues and support older residents to stay in their homes. Over the past 
nine years the group has grown and now has up to 40 residents attending weekly activities.  
 
Campbelltown Domestic Violence Committee – Funding is recommended to support the 
group to purchase an indoor pull up banner and an outdoor banner to be utilised at activities 
and events to raise the profile and promote awareness of the group at local activities and 
events. The committee is made up of 30 local, state and federally funded services who work 
collectively on a number of local projects which address awareness, prevention and 
elimination of domestic violence against women and their families. 
 
Macarthur Country Music Club Inc – Funding is recommended for equipment to support 
the 3rd Annual Country Music Stampede. The event is proposed to take place in September 
2014 as part of their 35th anniversary celebrations and brings together clubs from across the 
state and offers an opportunity to showcase local artists from the Campbelltown area. 
Macarthur Country Music Club Inc was established in 1979 and provides free entertainment 
and musicianship skill development. 
 
Marathi Katta Australia - Funding is recommended to assist the group to purchase sound 
and audio equipment to support their ongoing fundraising and cultural programs. Marathi 
Katta Australia was established in 2012 and holds regular cultural fundraising events 
throughout the year to raise income. The group has been supported by a Council Officer to 
link in with local homelessness projects. 
 
Campbelltown Ghost Scout Group – Funding is recommended for the purchase of 
camping equipment to provide outdoor activities for children and young people to learn new 
skills such as team work, social interaction and learning about the environment. 
 
Fisher's Ghost Youth Orchestra – Funding is recommended for the purchase of 
promotional materials to increase community awareness of the orchestra, performance 
dates and membership opportunities. 
 
Campbelltown Bangla School Inc – Funding is recommended for materials and hire of 
equipment to hold a Bangladesh Community of Campbelltown Cultural Night proposed to be 
held in November/December 2014. This event will promote the history and culture of 
Bangladesh through children singing, dancing and poetry performances. The event is open 
to all of the community.  
 
Autism Family Support Group - Funding is recommended to print copies of a directory for 
families with newly diagnosed children on the autism spectrum. Council officers will also 
work with the group to look at alternate means of supporting directory distribution including 
utilising Council’s online resources and libraries to promote and disseminate the directory to 
the Campbelltown community.  
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The following group is recommended for partial funding: 
 
Te Koru Incorporated – Partial funding is recommended for promotional materials and 
stationery to support the Maori Language Program. The stationery resources will assist the 
students and teachers to present their work and create visual aids for the program. The 
banner will help raise awareness of the group and promote membership opportunities. 
 
The following groups are not recommended for funding at this stage: 
 
Claddagh Academy of Irish Dance – Funding is not recommended for team costumes as 
the group is registered as a sole trader business making them ineligible under the 
Community Grants Guidelines.  
 
Macarthur Autism Support Group – Funding is not recommended, at this stage, to 
develop stickers to raise awareness for Autism Spectrum Disorder across the Campbelltown 
LGA. As this is a newly established group of only four months, Council Officers will work with 
the group to build partnerships with other services to further develop the proposed project. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That Council approve funding to the following groups under the Community Grants Program, 
with the amounts specified below. 
 
Applicant  Project Amount  
Airds Bradbury Originals  Materials and Resources  500 
Campbelltown Domestic Violence Committee  Promotional Resources  876 
Macarthur Country Music Club Inc Country Stampede Event  1000 
Marathi Katta Australia  Audio Equipment  1000 
Campbelltown Ghost Scout Group Camping Equipment 840 
Fisher’s Ghost Youth Orchestra Promotional Resources 400 
Campbelltown Bangla School Inc Materials and Equipment 1000 
Autism Family Support Group Printing and Resources 952 
Te Koru Incorporated Training and Promotional 

Equipment 
744 

 Total  $7312 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Thompson/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Councillor Mead asked that his name be recorded in opposition to the resolution regarding 
Item 2.2 - 2014 Round One Community Grants.  
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2.3 Deed Variation for Commonwealth Home and Community Care 
(HACC) Program Services   

 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Community Resources and Development 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To seek Council’s endorsement of the Deed of Variation for $544,991.70 between the 
Department of Social Services and Council, for the Commonwealth HACC Program services 
through the Macarthur Community Options program. 
 

History 

Council at its meeting on 13 March 2012 was advised of changes in the way in which aged 
and disability services are funded and provided. 
 
Prior to July 2012, the HACC Program was a joint Australia, state and territory government 
initiative under the ‘Home and Community Care Act (Commonwealth) 1985’. The Australian 
Government contributed approximately 60% of program funding nationally and maintained a 
broad strategic role, whereas the state and territory governments were responsible for the 
day to day administration of the program. This program funded services for older people, 
younger people with disabilities, and their carers and evolved significantly from its inception 
in 1985. Substantial growth in funding from governments has increased the range and 
volume of services provided to eligible clients and activities that support the development of 
the broader HACC system. 
 
As from 1 July 2012 the Commonwealth took full funding and administration responsibility for 
HACC services for non-Indigenous clients aged 65 years and over, and 50 years and over 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 
 
Council at its meeting on 5 June 2012 endorsed the 2012-2015 HACC Commonwealth 
Recurrent Funding Agreement to deliver services to older people. 
 

Report 

Funding is being extended from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 to align funding end dates for 
all services under the Commonwealth HACC Program and support a more seamless 
transition to the Commonwealth Home Support Program. 
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The Department is seeking Council’s agreement to the Deed of Variation for $544,991.70 for 
the Commonwealth HACC Program for the period of July 2014 to June 2015.  
 
In order for Council to continue to receive ongoing funding, the funding agreement is 
required to be signed by Council. 
 
The funding will meet all associated costs for the services and there will be no cost to 
Council. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

1. That Council endorse the Deed of Variation for $544,991.70 from the Department of 
Social Services for the Commonwealth HACC Program services through the 
Macarthur Community Options program. 

 
2. That the General Manager signs the Deed of Variation between the Department of 

Social Services and Council for the Commonwealth HACC Program services. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Lound/Thompson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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2.4 Department of Family and Community Services Funding Deed 2014-
2015   

 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Community Resources and Development 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To advise Council that the Department of Family and Community Services (FACS) has 
changed the way that it contracts with organisations and has introduced funding deeds 
which take effect from 1 July 2014. 
 

Report 

FACS provides Council with renewable funding for a Community Worker and a Youth 
Worker. 
 
Council previously signed annual Funding Agreements that included the level of funding to 
be provided. Funding Agreements have been replaced by Funding Deeds which cover a 
three year period. The deed is a contractual arrangement that outlines the term of the 
contract, the parties, obligations, and general conditions such as withholding of funds, the 
return of funds, and termination. 
 
The level of funding is now outlined in a Program Level Agreement (previously the Service 
Specifications), along with the nature and quantity of services to be provided. These 
changes will enable organisations to have a Funding Deed in place prior to the negotiation 
and signing of the Program Level Agreement (PLA). This will particularly be an advantage 
where there are variations to funding or service levels, saving time as the three year term of 
the Funding Deed will mean that only the PLA will have to be revised in most years. 
 
A web-based portal is being introduced that will allow Council to submit annual reports and 
financial reports over the internet rather than having to provide hard copies of documents. 
 
In order for Council to continue to receive ongoing funding, the Funding Deed is required to 
be signed under the Common Seal of Council. 
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Officer's Recommendation 

That the Funding Deed with the Department of Community Services for a Community 
Worker and a Youth Worker for the period 2014-2015 be executed under the Common Seal 
of Council.  
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Lound/Glynn) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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3. CULTURAL SERVICES 

3.1 Campbelltown Arts Centre 2014 Contemporary Performance 
Program   

 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Cultural Services 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To advise Council of a public performance, ‘Jumping the Shark Fantastic’ to be held at 
Campbelltown Arts Centre on 10,11 and 12 July 2014 as part of the 2014 Contemporary 
Performance Program. 
 

History 

Council at its meeting on 12 November 2013 supported a submission by Sydney based 
artist, Malcolm Whittaker for $15,000 to the Australia Council for the Arts for the 
development of a new performance piece in close consultation with performing artists and 
members of the Macarthur community. 
 

Report 

‘Jumping the Shark Fantastic’ is a new theatre performance by Sydney based artist, Malcolm 
Whittaker. Whittaker completed a first stage research residency at Campbelltown Arts 
Centre in May 2013. During this time he workshopped ideas for the show with local residents 
and developed an innovative structure for a playful performative demonstration of what 
would constitute the best theatre show ever for people of Campbelltown. 
 
In early 2014 Whittaker successfully applied for $15,000 funding from Australia Council’s 
Young Artist Initiative to produce the work under the auspices of Campbelltown City Council. 
 
In June 2014 Whittaker will undertake the final stage development residency of the work. 
Working directly with members of the Campbelltown Theatre Group and other community 
groups, he will finalise the writing of the show. The cast of performers will be selected from 
Campbelltown community members involved with the development of the performance piece 
during this time. Rehearsals will take place at Campbelltown Arts Centre over a two week 
period from 30 June.  
  



Community Services Committee Meeting 27 May 2014 Page 27 
3.1 Campbelltown Arts Centre 2014 Contemporary Performance Program  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Campbelltown Arts Centre will administer the funds; provide support, engagement and 
professional development opportunities for young performers. 
 
The new theatre work will be premiered at three performances to be held in the Performance 
Studio on 10, 11 and 12 July 2014. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Thompson/Glynn) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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3.2 'The List' - Campbelltown Arts Centre Visual Arts Project   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Cultural Services 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To inform Council of a youth engagement project called ‘The List’ which will be open to the 
public from 9 August to 12 October 2014 as part of Campbelltown Arts Centre's Visual Arts 
Program. 
 

History 

Council at its meeting on 13 August 2013 endorsed a submission to the Australia Council for 
the Arts for funding towards a youth project to be delivered in 2014. Council was successful 
in receiving $50,750 to present ‘The List’, an exhibition and program that engages with 
young people in the community. 
 

Report 

Campbelltown Arts Centre has a long history in engaging communities with diverse 
contemporary and multi-disciplinary programs. The Centre continues to support artists and 
their practices within cultural heritage, social and community engagement. 
 
‘The List’, a major new exhibition celebrating youth culture in Western Sydney while 
developing new and innovative ways to engage communities through contemporary arts 
practice, will open on Friday 8 August at Campbelltown Arts Centre. The project will be 
collaboratively developed with young people from the community through a series of artist 
residencies. The culmination of shared experiences will result in a series of major new works 
that will give voice to the young people from the city’s west. The project offers a fresh new 
look into how contemporary practices can engage with young people while offering a unique 
insight to the current social issues existing in this community and beyond.  

 
Leading artists taking part in this ambitious program and exhibition project will be working 
with a wide range of youth organisations including Reiby Juvenile Justice Centre, Mission 
Australia, Macarthur Diversity Services Initiative, Macarthur Disability Services and various 
local schools. 
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By working with youth from very different backgrounds, the artists have a rare and privileged 
insight into issues facing youth in Western Sydney. The end result will be a powerful series 
of artworks which explore their hopes and fears, inspirations and concerns about the world 
around them. 
 
‘The List’ will be launched on Friday 8 August, at 7.00pm and be open to the public from 9 
August to 12 October. There will also be a series of public programs and workshops for 
young people that coincide with the exhibition. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Thompson/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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3.3 2014 Parliament of NSW Aboriginal Art Prize   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Cultural Services 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To advise Council that the 2014 Parliament of NSW Aboriginal Art Prize will be officially 
opened on Wednesday 15 October 2014, in the Fountain Court, Parliament House Sydney. 
 

History 

The Parliament of NSW Aboriginal Art Prize was established in 2005 as a project partnership 
between the Parliament of NSW and Campbelltown City Council.  
 
2014 will mark the 10th year of the Prize and plans are in place to enhance the Prize and 
mark this anniversary in various ways. The Prize is the largest combined art prize currently 
on offer for Aboriginal artists in Australia and has been made possible by a partnership 
between the Parliament of NSW, Campbelltown City Council, Arts NSW, the University of 
NSW College of Fine Arts (COFA) and Coal & Allied. 
 

Report 

The Parliament of NSW Aboriginal Art Prize is an annual acquisitive prize of $40,000, 
awarded to the finest example of contemporary Aboriginal art in NSW. Up to $120,000 in 
scholarships is also offered through COFA. The Parliament of NSW Aboriginal Art Prize is 
open to all Aboriginal artists born or living in NSW.  
 
Each year, entry forms are distributed widely across the State. Entries are submitted and 
finalists are shortlisted by a judging panel of three members who are professional Aboriginal 
arts workers that specialise in the visual arts. The judging is undertaken with consideration 
being given to the Award being acquisitive. 
 
The entry form will be released and open to the public on 2 June 2014 and entries will close 
on 1 August 2014. Pre-Selection of the artworks will take place on Friday 15 August, 2014 
and final judging will take place on 8 October, 2014. 
 
The winning artwork will be announced to the public on Wednesday 15 October, 2014 at the 
opening night function hosted at the Fountain Court, Parliament House, Sydney. The NSW 
Parliament will host the Prize until 31 October, 2014. 
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The Prize continues to be one of Australia’s leading Indigenous Art Awards and will continue 
to foster the development of artistic practice within Aboriginal Arts.  
 
2013 Parliament of NSW Aboriginal Art Prize Tour 
 
Campbelltown Arts Centre is managing the regional tour of the 2013 Prize and extending the 
reach of this exhibition to remote communities across the state. The tour showcases 34 
artworks from 34 different local and regional artists and includes a number of public program 
events and artist talks at the venues. The tour package also includes a detailed education kit 
aimed at secondary students and an art trail for primary school students. 
 
The Prize toured to Outback Arts, Coonamble from 6 November - 6 December 2013. Karla 
Dickens, the winner of the 2013 Prize travelled to Coonamble for the opening of the 
exhibition, where she delivered an artist talk and workshop which has received substantial 
positive feedback. 
 
The 2013 Prize will tour to Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre from 13 June- 6 August 2014 
and Lismore Regional Art Gallery from 13 September- 26 October 2014. 
 
The tour provides the opportunity for regional communities to view artworks by leading 
Indigenous artists.  
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Glynn/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
  



Community Services Committee Meeting 27 May 2014 Page 32 
3.4 'Transforma' - A Partnership Project With C3West  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

3.4 'Transforma' - a partnership project with C3West   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Cultural Services 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To update Council on the partnership project with C3West, ‘Transforma’ that was presented 
in Airds from 20 February – 12 March 2014, with a public event held on 12 April 2014. 
 

History 

Council at its meeting of 11 March 2014 was advised of the partnership project with C3West, 
‘Transforma’ to be presented in Airds from February-April 2014. 
 
‘Transforma’ was a seven week residency project by New Zealand-based artist Michel 
Tuffery. Located in Airds in south-western Sydney, ‘Transforma’ had four main components: 
The retrieval of cars dumped in the Woolwash area of the Upper Georges River, an outdoor 
sculpture studio located in the car park of the Airds Shopping Centre, an art station located 
in the Airds Shopping Centre, and a series of public programs culminating in a major public 
event.  
 
This project is a C3West project commissioned by Campbelltown City Council (on behalf of 
the Upper Georges River Urban Sustainability Program) and Museum of Contemporary Art. 
‘Transforma’ was specifically devised to raise local awareness of the links between river 
health and behaviours such as arson, dumping and littering, and is the culmination of three 
extended residencies by Tuffery in the area. 
 

Report 

On Saturday 22 February 2014, abandoned cars were retrieved from the Woolwash area. 
The operation involved motorised winches and 6 cars were removed from the river banks 
and moved to the shopping centre sculpture studio, where Michel Tuffery and his team 
constructed the sculpture. 
 
On Wednesday 19 March 2014, the ‘Transforma’ - our river community meeting was held at 
Airds/Bradbury Central from 11am-2pm. Seven speakers including local community leaders 
and environmental experts discussed the topics of environment, community and recycling, 
with over 35 people in attendance. Each speaker gave a short presentation showing a small 
selection of supporting images.  
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On Saturday 12 April 2014 the ‘Transforma’ public event was held from 4.30pm–7pm. This 
public unveiling was a large scale community gathering, formally presenting the sculpture to 
the public. The event included local DJ performances, Indigenous dancers, a display of 
screen printing works made by local school children and a community run barbeque. The 
event was well attended by over 250 people.  
 
On completion of the project, it was decided by the Artist that the Sculpture would be 
donated to Airds High School, so it can remain a part of the community, as well as be utilised 
as a functioning barbeque for school events. The Sculpture has now been placed in the 
school grounds, and can be seen by the public from outside school boundaries. The final 
work has been extremely well received by the community and key arts industry individuals. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Lound/Thompson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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3.5 Minutes of the Campbelltown Arts Centre Sub Committee held 5 
March 2014   

 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Cultural Services 
 
 

Attachments 

Minutes of the Campbelltown Arts Centre Sub Committee Meeting held 5 March 2014 
(contained within this report) 
 

Purpose 

To seek Council’s endorsement of the Minutes of the Campbelltown Arts Centre Sub 
Committee meeting held on 5 March 2014. 
 

Report 

Contained within the report are the recommendations of the Campbelltown Arts Centre Sub 
Committee. Council officers have reviewed the recommendations and they are now 
presented for the consideration of Council. The reports requiring an individual 
recommendation of Council are detailed in the Officer's Recommendation. 
 
Recommendations of the Campbelltown Arts Centre Sub Committee 
 
Reports listed for consideration 
 
7.1 Cultural Services Manager’s Report 
 
That the information be noted. 
 
7.2 Friends of Campbelltown Arts Centre 
 
That the information be noted. 
 
8.1 Painting Classes 
 
That the information be noted. 
 
8.2 Extension of Picton Library 
 
That the information be noted. 
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8.3 Commemorative Plaques 
 
That Council consider the feasibility of establishing an 'artist walk' as part of the new street 
scape in Queen Street Campbelltown. 
 
8.4 Sponsorship of Fisher’s Ghost Art Award 
 
That the information be noted. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

1. That the minutes be noted. 
 
2. That a report be provided examining the feasibility of establishing an 'artist walk' as 

part of the new street scape in Queen Street Campbelltown. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Thompson/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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3.6 Celebration of Voice - 2014 Public Program Event   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Cultural Services 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To advise Council of an event ‘Celebration of Voice’ to be held on Saturday 19 July 2014 at 
Campbelltown Arts Centre as part of the 2014 Public Program. 
 

History 

The Sweet Tonic Singers are a vocal ensemble that formed in 2009 following on from a two‐
year research project that measured how creatively engaging with music can impact on the 
health and well‐being of south‐west Sydney’s seniors. The project was jointly managed by 
Musica Viva Australia and Campbelltown Arts Centre and supported by the Australia Council 
for the Arts. 
 

Report 

Campbelltown City Council through Campbelltown Arts Centre has supported the group by 
providing the singers with weekly rehearsal space and opportunities to perform at civic 
events. Sweet Tonic continues to be a benchmark project that has measured the impact of 
music on the health and wellbeing of seniors living in the Macarthur region. This initiative 
provided a vehicle for older people in the community to come together weekly, in a safe and 
accessible environment. 
 
‘Celebration of Voice’ is an annual event which consists of several singing workshops 
facilitated by Sweet Tonic Musical Director, Linda Marr and two professional tutors engaged 
by Sweet Tonic. The workshops are aimed at developing particular skills in relation to the 
singing voice as well as providing a chance for members of the public to get together, 
socialise and celebrate their love of singing. 
 
The day culminates in a public performance at 3.00pm involving the three tutors and all 
participants in the Centre’s performance studio. 
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Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Glynn/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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3.7 Crown Resorts Foundation Western Sydney Arts Initiative  
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Cultural Services 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To seek Council’s endorsement of a funding application for $3m to the Crown Resorts 
Foundation for the expansion of Campbelltown Arts Centre. 
 

Report 

The Crown Resorts Foundation will over the next 10 years, beginning in financial year 2014-
2015, fund $30m of eligible artistic and capital projects in Western Sydney. It is hoped this 
initiative will enhance Western Sydney’s arts capacity by promoting the accessibility and 
availability of the arts and supporting projects and organisations that encourage excellence, 
innovation and creativity in the arts. 
 
On 20 May 2014, Council was briefed on the Crown Resorts Foundation Western Sydney 
Arts Initiative. 
 
Campbelltown Arts Centre is in a strong position to apply for funding from the Crown Resorts 
Foundation as it is the leading cultural organisation in the South West region. The priorities 
of the Foundation align closely with the strategic direction of the Arts Centre. Focussing on 
young people’s engagement with the arts; these projects would: provide opportunity for 
participation and engagement with the arts; enhance Indigenous arts and cultural programs; 
develop local professional arts practice and encourage community engagement. 
 
Population growth in the south-west region to more than 500,000 people by 2036 will lead to 
an increase in the demand for cultural and arts activity. This rapid growth will require a 
review of the existing capacity of the Arts Centre to be able to continue to deliver cultural 
program needs as they emerge.  
 
Crown Foundation will over the next 10 years fund $30m of artistic and capital projects in 
Western Sydney. It will fund $3m per year and multi-year funding is available for larger 
projects. Accordingly, there is considerable merit in aligning the need for continuous 
improvement at the Campbelltown Arts Centre with the opportunity now presented by the 
Foundation.  
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It is proposed to apply for $3m ($300,000 per year, 10 years) from the Crown Resorts 
Foundation through the Western Sydney Arts Initiative to fund the anticipated expansion of 
Campbelltown Arts Centre that would enable it to be well placed with the newly emerging 
demands stemming from regional population growth and development. If successful, the 
grant would be used to consolidate Campbelltown Arts Centre as a peak cultural facility with 
the Campbelltown City Centre serving the Macarthur and South Western Sydney Region. 
Applications close 30 June 2014. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

1. That Council endorse a funding application of $3m to Crown Resorts Foundation 
through the Western Sydney Arts Initiative for the expansion of Campbelltown Arts 
Centre. 

 
2. That subject to notification of success, the funding agreement from Crown Resorts 

Foundation be accepted and signed by the General Manager on behalf of Council. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Thompson/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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4. CUSTOMER SERVICE 

4.1 Revised Policy - Complaints Handling   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Customer Service 
 
 

Attachments 

Complaints Handling (contained within this report) 
 

Purpose 

To seek Council’s endorsement on the Complaints Handling Policy. 
 

History 

The above mentioned report was adopted by Council on 20 May 1997, was last reviewed on 
29 June 2010 and is now due for review in accordance with the Records and Document 
Management Policy. 
 

Report 

The abovementioned policy was reviewed in accordance with Council’s Record 
Management Policy and the adopted procedure for Policy Development and Review. 
 
The Complaints Handling Policy has been reviewed and the review resulted in a number of 
minor changes to the document.  
 
The recommended changes include minor formatting changes.  
 

Officer's Recommendation 

1. That the revised Complaints Handling Policy as attached be adopted. 
 
2. That the Policy review date be set at 30 September 2016. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Lound/Glynn) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
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Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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5. EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES 

5.1 Early Childhood Education and Care Grants Program Funding 2014-
2015   

 

Reporting Officer 

Acting Manager Education and Care Services 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To seek Council’s endorsement of $541,745 renewable funding from the NSW Department 
of Education and Communities for Council’s Education and Care Services for the period of 
July 2014 to June 2015. 
 

History 

In April 2011, responsibility for early childhood education and care was transferred from the 
Department of Family and Community Services to the Department of Education and 
Communities. 
 
Council at the meeting of 10 December 2013 was advised of Council’s Education and Care 
Services participation in a pilot program for the implementation of the Department of 
Education and Communities’ web based Early Childhood Contract Management System 
(ECCMS). 
 

Report 

In 2014 the NSW Department of Education and Communities launched the web based 
ECCMS contract and grant funding management system. The ECCMS gives funded early 
childhood service providers secure access to information about their service details, annual 
funding specifications, financial accountability and performance management. Information is 
now accessed via an online portal, using a secure login and used to electronically manage 
annual funding agreements including notification of review, acceptance of funding 
agreements and payment advice. 
 
On 14 April 2014 the Department sought Council’s agreement to renewable funding of 
$541,745 for Education and Care Services for the period of July 2014 to June 2015.  
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In order for Council to continue to receive the funding, Education and Care Services were 
required to electronically accept the above funding by 23 May 2014. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That Council endorse acceptance of $541,745 renewable funding from the NSW Department 
of Education and Communities for Council’s Education and Care Services for the period of 
July 2014 to June 2015. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Lound/Thompson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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6. HEALTHY LIFESTYLES 

6.1 AFC Asian Cup Australia 2015 - Pre-Competition Camp Venue - 
Campbelltown Sports Stadium   

 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Healthy Lifestyles 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To advise Council that the Chinese National football team has entered into an agreement 
with Council to use Campbelltown Sports Stadium as their pre-competition camp venue for 
the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Asian Cup Australia 2015. 
 

History 

In January 2015, Australia will host the AFC Asian Cup Australia 2015 which is one of the 
largest sporting events in Asia from 9 – 31 January 2015 and the event is expected to attract 
over 45,000 international visitors with a global television audience of 2.5 billion people. 
Australia will host 32 matches across the cities of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Canberra 
and Newcastle. 
 
Council at its meeting of 8 April 2014 was provided an update regarding the selection of 
Campbelltown Sports Stadium as one of the AFC Asian Cup pre-competition camp venues. 
 

Report 

Council officers have been in discussion with a number of countries in relation to 
Campbelltown hosting their National football team in their pre-competition training camp. 
These countries included Australia, Japan, China, Kuwait, Uzbekistan, Oman and Qatar. A 
number of the teams inspected the facilities at Campbelltown Sports Stadium. 
 
Council has successfully negotiated with China to host their National football team in their 
pre-competition training camp prior to the AFC Asian Cup Australia 2015. Campbelltown 
Sports Stadium will be their training venue and the team will be accommodated at Rydges 
Campbelltown. The Chinese National football team will be staying in Campbelltown from 29 
December 2014 to 5 January 2015. 
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The contingent representing the Chinese National team was very impressed with the quality 
of the playing surface at Campbelltown Sports Stadium. The location of Campbelltown and 
the warm and friendly hospitality that was provided to the Chinese representatives were also 
one of the key factors that they chose Campbelltown to prepare for the event. 
 
The Chinese National team including players, coaching, medical staff and officials will 
comprise approximately 45 people. It has been indicated through discussions with team 
representatives that this visit will contribute to the local economy through accommodation, 
transport, hospitality and entertainment spend.  
 
Hosting the Chinese National team will be an opportunity to promote the Macarthur region. It 
will also provide an opportunity to showcase the Stadium’s highly regarded playing surface 
to an international team which may provide opportunities in the future to host Chinese club 
teams as they prepare for Asian Champions League matches held in Sydney.  
 
Council officers regularly liaise with Football Federation Australia and the Western Sydney 
Wanderers regarding opportunities to host future games and training camps at 
Campbelltown Sports Stadium.  
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Lound/Glynn) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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6.2 Campbelltown Hosting Major Netball Events   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Healthy Lifestyles 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To update Council on three major netball events being held at Coronation Park Netball 
Complex in June 2014. 
 

Report 

Campbelltown sports grounds and facilities regularly play host to major sporting events. The 
standard of facilities and the ability to host large numbers of players and spectators are 
attractive to sports when deciding where to stage large tournaments. Some of the larger 
events staged in recent years include the World Masters Softball, Australian Junior Oztag 
Championships, State Championships in touch, baseball, softball, netball, oztag and cricket, 
zone and regional athletics events, Australian Baseball League fixtures and annual events 
for hockey and netball. 
 
Campbelltown is in the enviable position of being one of only a few netball venues in NSW 
capable of hosting State Championship events. Coronation Park Netball Complex has 
hosted various State events every two years as well as the local Association’s own carnival. 
The State Age Championships is so large that there is no one venue in NSW that can host 
all four divisions. Campbelltown hosted the Division 1 and 2 event last year. 
 
In June 2014, Coronation Park Netball Complex will play host to three major netball events. 
 
Netball NSW State Championships 
7-9 June 2014 
Approximately 150 teams from across NSW will be coming to Minto to participate over the 
three days of the June long weekend. In 2013 participants competed in six age divisions; 
Under 17, Under 19, Opens, Masters 35+, Masters 40+ and Masters 45+. 
 
Campbelltown District Netball Association Annual Carnival 
15 June 2014 
More than 200 teams are expected to participate in the carnival, including teams from 
districts in the Sydney metropolitan area, as well as country associations travelling from all 
over NSW. This annual event is popular because it provides teams with final competition 
before the State Age Championships. 
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Netball NSW State Age Championships (Division 3 and 4) 
28-30 June 2014 
Approximately 150 teams from across NSW are expected to attend State Age 
Championships for teams in the Under 15, Under 14, Under 13 and Under 12 Divisions.  
 
Council is assisting Campbelltown District Netball Association and Netball NSW to host the 
event, providing assistance with planning, access, waste management, and traffic 
management. Council officers have met with the organisers and are communicating with 
residents and businesses to prepare for the expected visitors to the area each day of the 
competitions. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Glynn/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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6.3 Campbelltown Sports Stadium - Young Socceroos Training Camp   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Healthy Lifestyles 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To advise Council that Campbelltown Sports Stadium hosted the Young Socceroos in a 
training camp from 13-16 April 2014. 
 

History 

Campbelltown Sports Stadium is the home venue for the Western Sydney Wanderers W-
League and Youth League teams and has hosted both Sydney FC and the Western Sydney 
Wanderers’ A-League premiership matches in recent years. 
 

Report 

The Young Socceroos are the National Under 20s Football (Soccer) team which represents 
Football Federation Australia in international events and matches. The training camp was 
held at Campbelltown Sports Stadium from 13-16 April 2014 and culminated in a private trial 
match against Sydney Olympic on the Wednesday evening. 
 
This is the first time that the stadium has hosted an Australian underage representative 
team. The squad trained at the venue each day for approximately two hours and stayed at 
Rydges Campbelltown due to its vicinity to the stadium and its facilities on offer. 
 
Traditionally, Football Federation Australia arrange for Australian under age representative 
teams to train at venues such as Parramatta, Blacktown or Gosford and when training in 
Sydney, the teams generally base themselves at accommodation in Parramatta. 
 
Hosting squads such as this one boosts the local economy through accommodation, 
hospitality and entertainment spend. Hosting training provides opportunities to showcase the 
stadium's facilities and it's playing surface to the players, coaches and managers of the 
teams and subsequently further promotes the stadium for future use for training and/or 
matches. The management and coaches of the Young Socceroos were very happy with the 
facilities, playing surface and the assistance that the venue offers. 
 
Council officers continue to seek opportunities to host sporting events and training camps 
such as these and will continue to work with Football Federation Australia and other sporting 
codes on opportunities to increase the utilisation of the stadium. 
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Council officers regularly make contact with opposition teams who are playing Wests Tigers 
at Campbelltown Sports Stadium in the National Rugby League competition to promote and 
encourage these teams to stay in Campbelltown in preparation for their match.  
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted.  
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Lound/Thompson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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6.4 Poseidon Drowning Detection System   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Healthy Lifestyles 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Purpose 

To update Council on investigations into the feasibility of Council purchasing a Poseidon 
Drowning Detection System for use at Council’s leisure facilities. 
 

History 

The Poseidon Drowning Detection System is a computer vision surveillance system that 
recognises texture, volume and movement within a pool. The system is manufactured by MG 
International and distributed within Australia by Maytronics Australia.  
 
The system is comprised of a camera network that continually surveys the pool and a 
software system that analyses, in real-time, the trajectories of swimmers. It is reported that 
the system can alert lifeguards usually within 10 seconds of a potential incident (sensor 
picking up someone who has become motionless for a period of 10 seconds) to the location 
of the swimmer in danger. The Poseidon System sounds an audible alert and visually 
displays the victim’s location coordinates to a display board or screen for a lifeguard to see. 
 
Council at the briefing on 25 March 2014 was provided a presentation with an overview of 
the Poseidon Drowning Detection System, costs and its operational use within NSW and 
Australia. 
 

Report 

To install the system at Council facilities a technical layout study would need to be 
undertaken at a cost of $500 per facility to ascertain the total amount of underwater and 
overhead cameras and systems required. Installations at each facility would also require 
cabling and installation of CCTV’s in a common pool area along with a main office area for 
lifeguards and management to monitor. During this stage an engineer's analysis would take 
place to identify the appropriateness of retro fitting the system within the Council swimming 
pools. 
 
At the time of writing the report this particular system and technology has a patent and is the 
only system of its specific type in Australia and the distribution rights sit with only one 
Australian based company. 
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An annual charge of $15,000 per centre is payable each anniversary of installation for 
equipment maintenance. For Council's three swimming facilities, this would equate to an 
annual cost of $45,000. 
 
Cameras may be required to be installed either underwater or overhead depending on 
technical layout study. 
 
Estimated Costs 
 
The estimated costs per centre are outlined below, excluding the annual equipment 
maintenance fees. 
 
Eagle Vale Central: 
Technical Layout study $500 
Installation approximately  $30,000 
Program pool $60,000 
25m pool $70,000 
Software $15,000 
Hardware $12,000 
Total: $187,500 
 
The Gordon Fetterplace Aquatic Centre: 
Technical Layout study $500 
Installation approximately $30,000 
Program pool $60,000 
25m pool $70,000 
50m outdoor  $90,000 
Software $15,000 
Hardware $12,000 
Total $277,500 
 
Macquarie Fields Leisure Centre: 
Technical Layout study $500 
Installation approximately $30,000 
Program pool $60,000 
25m pool $70,000 
50m outdoor  $90,000 
Software $15,000 
Hardware $12,000 
Total $277,500 
 
Of the 367 aquatic facilities currently on record in NSW, Blacktown Leisure Centre 
(Stanhope) is currently the only leisure facility in NSW with the Poseidon System installed. 
Following recent research Sydney Olympic Park Aquatic Centre and YMCA operated 
facilities have opted not to install the system, but rely on their lifeguards for monitoring their 
pools and responding to potential drownings prior to the situation escalating to an 
emergency scenario.  
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Blacktown Leisure Centre (Stanhope) has the Poseidon System installed in their wave pool, 
program pool and 25 metre indoor pool. The wave pool and 25 metre pool have underwater 
cameras installed as well as overhead cameras to monitor the program pool. Lifeguards can 
monitor the underwater and overhead camera streams through monitors placed strategically 
around the facility. The cameras also record still shots every 4 seconds so in the event of an 
incident the facility has the ability to review events as they occurred.  
 
Council officers have researched other drowning protection systems. Within Australia the 
only systems that are available are domestically designed models that alert parents to 
something falling into a pool weighing more than 5 kilograms and sounding an alarm.  
 
Alternatively there is a couple of models where bands are placed around a child’s neck or 
arm while the parent also wears a receiver, if the child becomes motionless or falls in the 
water the alarm is sounded. Each of these alternatives are impractical within a public pool 
environment, and would not be recommended outside of their domestic pool purpose. 
 
Poseidon Potential Benefits to Saving Lives 
 
Reliable evidenced based data is difficult to ascertain in relation to the system in preventing 
drownings. As there is only one company that has this system, only one distributer in 
Australia to supply the system and one pool in NSW that has the system installed, there is 
limited detail to compare the effectiveness against criteria from other pools near misses, 
staffing levels, training of lifeguards, and the specific circumstances of those swimmers in 
difficulty that require rescue. 
 
While the Poseidon Drowning Detection System may complement lifeguards it does not 
substitute them. The use of the Poseidon System will not and should not replace or reduce 
the presence of lifeguards. More specifically the expectation from an industry perspective, 
require operators governing public pools to provide adequate licensed staff that are available 
to respond in case of emergencies. Operators also need to adequately provide competent 
staff to meet their legislative requirements under NSW Department of Local Government 
Practice Note 15, Royal Life Saving Guidelines Australia Guidelines for Safe Pool Operation 
and Keep Watch Program and NSW Health Public Pool and Pool Spa Advisory Document 
2013. 
 
Summary 
 
Lifeguards provide visual supervision of swimming pools and are trained in scanning and 
observation techniques, as well as emergency response. There is strong evidence that the 
most effective method of drowning prevention in young children is constant supervision from 
a responsible adult combined with the ability to swim.  
 
The Royal Life Saving Australia Keep Watch Program states: 

 
• Children under 10 years of age are not allowed entry to a facility without active 

supervision of a person 16 years or older 
 

• Parents and carers should actively supervise their children at all times. They should be 
dressed ready for action, including unexpected entry to a pool 

  



Community Services Committee Meeting 27 May 2014 Page 71 
6.4 Poseidon Drowning Detection System  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
• For children 0-5 years old and non-swimmers, a parent or carer is in the water at all 

times and within arm's reach of the child 
 

• For children 6-10 years old, constant active supervision is required. Being in a position 
to directly monitor and watch and be ready to respond and enter the water if required 
 

• For children 11-14 years old it is recommended that parents check on their child by 
physically going to the point where the child is in or around the water. 

 
Council’s procedures re-enforce these guidelines where it specifies that two licenced 
lifeguards are rostered at each centre at a minimum, and that each pool has constant 
supervision of licensed lifeguards. Additionally when any child enters the water even with 
their parents, lifeguards position themselves within two metres of the pools edge, while 
continually surveying the remainder of the pool.  
 
Council’s lifeguards undertake regular in-house training to ensure a high standard of 
emergency response. This training incorporates pool supervision techniques and 
requirements, customer service, crowd control measures, and emergency rescues including 
spinal injury rescues, deep water rescues, oxygen therapy, defibrillator and advanced CPR. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the information be noted. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Brticevic/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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7. LIBRARY SERVICES 

7.1 Revised Policy - Library Fees and Charges   
 

Reporting Officer 

Manager Library Services 
 
 

Attachments 

Library Fees and Charges Policy (contained within this report) 
 

Purpose 

To seek Council’s endorsement on the Library Fees and Charges Policy. 
 

History 

The above mentioned policy was adopted by Council on 15 April 1986, was last reviewed on 
10 May 2011 and is now due for review in accordance with the Records and Document 
Management Policy. 
 

Report 

The abovementioned policy was reviewed in accordance with Council’s Record 
Management Policy and the adopted procedure for Policy Development Review. 
 
The Library Fees and Charges Policy has been reviewed and found that no changes were 
required. It is recommended that the policy be adopted and a new review date set. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

1. That the Library Fees and Charges Policy in the Attachment be adopted. 
 
2. That the Policy review date be set at 30 June 2017. 
 
Committee’s Recommendation: (Thompson/Lound) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
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Council Meeting 3 June 2014 (Rowell/Dobson) 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
Council Resolution Minute Number 89 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
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ATTACHMENT 1
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8. GENERAL BUSINESS 

Nil. 
 
 

20. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

No reports this round 

 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 5.41pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T Rowell 
CHAIRPERSON 
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